Think global, act local

- Norwegian children demand action now!
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The constitution of The Children’s Panel on Climate Change at Eidsvoll 2015.
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The Children’s Panel on Climate Change is formed
under the wings of the Norwegian Environmental
organisation for Children called Miljøagentene (EcoAgents). The Children’s Panel on Climate Change
work to influence decision makers, groups and individuals to take environmental responsibility, and
thus give children a greater opportunity to define
their own future.

A long-term goal is to establish an international
climate panel for children, consisting of children
from all countries represented in the UN. That way,
children’s voices and opinions about environmental
issues can become more apparent and gain greater
political importance. Adults must listen to children it is after all children who will inherit the earth and
live with the decisions that are taken today.

The Children’s Panel on Climate Change is democratically elected at the Eco-Agents’ congress and
now comprises of: Sara and Penelope (Oslo), Victor
(Kolbotn), Kaja (Lofoten), Kristiane (Hamar), Andreas

(Bergen), Emma (Trondheim) and Aaron (Haugesund). The members of the Children’s Panel on
Climate Change are between 12 and 15 years.
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The Children’s Panel on Climate Change have
received thoughts and ideas from several thousand
Norwegian children. 7a, Norheim school.

Summary

2. Do something for children in other countries!

Norwegian children are aware of their responsibility to
help other people in the world and are worried Norway
is not taking this responsibility seriously enough. They
believe the solutions to the climate problems we face
today are about justice and about sharing, and they
think it is important that when agreements are made,
the countries which have polluted the most also take
the most responsibility.

The Children’s Panel on Climate Change work to
influence both decision makers and individuals to
take environmental responsibility.
This report is based on the thoughts and ideas that
children from all over Norway have sent to the Children’s Panel on Climate Change.

3. Take care of our planet!

Norwegian children love nature and think it is important that we look after plants and animals. They are
particularly concerned about saving the rainforest and
think that people should eat less meat.

The children are worried about climate and environmental problems both nationally and internationally. This
report aims to get the voices of the children heard, thus
giving them a greater role in defining their own future.

4. Buy less and throw away less – we want to inherit a clean planet!

The children are worried about manmade climate
change and that they are the ones having to face the
consequences if we do not act now. They are concerned about how this will affect not only them, but also
the rest of the world, and have many suggestions as to
what can be done with the problems. There are many
solutions available, and they strongly advise to start doing something about it NOW!

Norwegian children are very worried about rubbish
and how the things that people throw away cause
problems for the entire planet. They think we should
stop making things we don’t need, ban plastic bags
and get better at recycling.

5. Cut greenhouse gas emissions now!

1. Take children seriously!

Norwegian children demand a substantial decrease
in greenhouse gas emissions in Norway and the rest
of the world during the next years. They encourage
people to avoid using cars, think it should be less expensive to make environmentally friendly choices and
they support development of new technology that can
replace the worst pollutants.

Norwegian children think adults should listen to children. According to the UN, all children have the right to
be heard in matters that concern them. Climate change
is one of the issues that affects children all over the
world the most. The children want adults to act now, so
that the next generation can have a better future.
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1. Take children seriously!

Climate change is one of the issues that affects
children all over the world the most.

«What I feel is the most important climate
issue is that it is the children who will suffer the most.»

Children are the ones who have to live with the consequences of actions of adults today. We must avoid a
situation where children have to inherit a planet where
previous generations have neglected the environment
and climate, and children must live with the consequences of actions and decisions taken by adults before them, and are left alone trying to sort it out.

– Sofia Kamilla, 6th grade, Hegg school

It is more important than ever that adults listen to what
children have to say. The Children’s Panel on Climate
Change have received messages from children across
Norway, and it is evident that they want more to be done
to stop pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.

«This is an important issue for us children,
we are the future. We know what we want
for the future. We want clean air. Adults
only care about money!»
– Herborg, 11 years old
According to the UN Convention of the Rights of the
Child – an agreement between almost all the countries
in the world about the welfare of children – all children have the right to be heard in matters that concern
them. This means that adults should listen to what children say and take their opinions seriously.

2nd grade, Aurvoll school
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«Those who make decisions also have to
listen to children! Because children can
also be right.»

«Because it is our world you are in charge
of. We will be here when you are no
longer here- How are we supposed to
learn how to take care of the world if you
don’t show us how?»

– Ismail, 6B Steindal school

– Wenche, 11 years old

Climate change affects children, and their future and
way of life. Children have the right to an education,
a right to rest, leisure time and play. But increasingly
frequent extreme weather events and natural disasters
force children to move away from where they live and
they have limited access to schooling, rest and play.
People should not have to become refugees due to
climate change.

FACTS:
Since 1950, the average
temperature has increased nearly
1,5 degrees. Even if this doesn’t sound
much, the consequences for the environment are massive. The ice in the
polar regions is melting faster than
ever, and causes the sea level to rise.
If this continues, whole islands and
cities are going to disappear
under the sea before
2050.

It is the future of children that is at stake. Norwegian
children strongly feel that something must be done
now, so that we can provide a better future for the
next generation. Young people today are afraid that the
future will be ruined and that we are the ones who
have to correct all the mistakes that have been done
by the adults before us. Children will inherit the Earth
– a planet with green forests, beautiful coastlines and
a diversity of animals – not a worn-out rubbish dump.
The children send a clear message: We have to do
something to stop climate change NOW!

Leander, Adrian and the rest of the students in 6B on Birkelund school is among the children that have sent
their thoughts and ideas to The Childrens panel on Climate Change.
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2. Do something for children in other countries!

The feedback sent to the Children’s Panel on Climate
Change show that many children in Norway are concerned about children in other parts of the world.

«What I think is most important is that the
wealthy countries have to understand the
situation in the poor countries and not only
think about themselves.»

They are worried about extreme weather events and
the crisis this can cause for others than themselves.
Climate does not care about national borders and is a
constant reminder that we all live on the same planet.

– Sofie, 7th grade, Holvik school

«I think the most important issue is global
warming and this affects children all over
the world.»

The solutions to the climate problems we face today
are about fairness and about sharing. The feedback we
have received show that very many children in Norway
are aware of this and are worried that adults are not able
to share. Fairness is about being kind to each other.
About being able to understand the situation of others.
Norwegian children think a lot about climate fairness.

– Lea Kreul, Drøbak Montessori school
Norwegian children are aware of their responsibility to
help people all over the world, and they are concerned that
Norway is not taking this responsibility seriously enough.

«I think the most important climate issue is
that all countries should help poor countries and should stop polluting.»

FACTS:

– Aron, 6th grade, Holvik school

The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change has
calculated that we have already
released 2/3 of the greenhouse
gas emissions that our planet can
cope with. We in the West are
responsible for 90% of this and
have made a lot of money
from it. It has helped us
out of poverty.

We, who live around the poles, are the ones who
have caused the majority of greenhouse gas emissions and we consume the most. But it is people living
around the equator who are affected the most. Norwegian children think that climate politics and developmental aid belong together! Climate change increases
the difference between rich and poor. Stopping climate change is also developmental aid, but in a different way. It is without borders!
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3. Take care of our planet!
Norwegian children love our planet and want people
to look after both plants and animals.

FACTS:
The rain forest covers an area of
5,7 million square kilometres – that
is, 19 times larger than Norway. Half
of the rain forest has been destroyed
and every second an area the size of
a football pitch disappears!

The rain forest is the most important forest in the
world because it creates the air we breathe. Norwegian children feel strongly about taking care of the rain
forest. We must do something now. It is urgent. If we
don’t do anything now, the rain forest and everything
that lives in it will soon die out. The struggle for the
planet, plants and animals is all connected.

The rain forest has existed since
the age of the dinosaurs, over
60 million years!

«I really don’t think we should cut down a
lot of the trees in the rain forest because
so many precious animals live there.»
– Pia, Hegge school, 6A

logging is only to produce palm oil and soya beans.
Cattle and other animals in Norway eat soya from the
rain forest. This means Norway is contributing to destroying the rain forest. When more cattle are being
slaughtered and sold in Norwegian shops, even more
areas of the Amazon are being destroyed if these cattle eat soya. Norwegian children think that Norwegians
should eat less meat and that we should eat cows,
sheep, chicken and salmon that have not eaten soya.
In addition, Norway should work towards a reduction
in palm oil production and making it illegal to sell things
that contain palm oil.

We must stop cutting down the rain forest because
animals and people live there. The rain forest is unique
and one of the world’s largest eco-systems. The indigenous people in the rain forest rely on the forest and
we should protect their right to live there.

«Protect the rain forest. Plant more trees!»
– 1A, Teie school
People have already cut down more than half of
the rain forest in the world. That is really a lot. All this

«Don’t eat things with palm oil and shops
should not be allowed to buy things with
palm oil.»
– Brage, 6A, Hegg school
There is also a rainforest in Norway of pine and
broad-leaved trees. It is important to save animals and
species in Norway too. Biological diversity is important, and several species in Norway disappear every
year. It seems that many politicians are not taking this
seriously. But it is serious! For the planet, for us, for
the future.

«We must look after our planet. When we
look after our planet, our planet looks after us.»
– 2B, Veavågen school

4B, Byskogen school
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4. Buy less and throw away less
– we want to inherit a clean planet!

3rd grade, Kolset school

Rubbish is what concerns Norwegian children the
most this year. If we continue buying too many
things we could easily do without, the amount of
rubbish will increase and more and more of this will
end up in the natural environment.

«Don’t buy because we want something,
but because we need something and try
not to wrap everything in plastic.»
– Live, 7D, Munkerud school
Rubbish that ends up in the natural environment
or in the ocean is harmful to animals, plants and the
planet, but also to humans. A lot of people can’t be
bothered throwing away their rubbish correctly and
this can harm our planet. It is important to throw away
rubbish in rubbish bins – not just on the ground, but
also to recycle so that things like plastic can be used
again. Animals sometimes get ill or die because they
have eaten rubbish they found and thought was food.
Children have many solutions to what we can do to
minimise waste and how we can clean up the pollution that people have already caused. We have to stop
making things we don’t need. And think about all the
food that is being thrown away! Norwegian children
suggest that we should clean beaches, put up more
rubbish bins, re-use things and recycle more.

5A, Nøklevann school
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5th grade, Mosby school

«Recycle rubbish and clean litter from
beaches and the countryside.»
– Stian, 6B, Steindal school

FACTS:
Marine pollution is a huge problem
across the world. More than 8 million
tons of plastic rubbish ends up in the ocean
each year, that is 15 tons of plastic per minute.
Plastic in the ocean never really disappears
because it breaks down into microplastic. These
are small pieces of plastic that often get eaten by
fish and sea animals. This way these pieces
could end up on our dinner plates.

Several African countries, such as Rwanda and
Kenya, in addition to France and India, have banned
plastic bags. It is possible to make bags out of more
environmentally friendly materials such as paper or
bio-plastic.

«If India, France and countries in Africa
can ban plastic, so can we! »
– Sander 10 years old

Each Norwegian person owns on average
359 pieces of clothing, and every fifth
piece is never used.

Norwegian children also think that bottle-refund
should be higher when recycling bottles, because
a this might encourage people to recycle more and
thereby reducing the number of bottles that find their
way into the natural environment.

75% of the worlds coral reef are
threatened by rubbish.

«I want to increase bottle-refund to 5 krone for 0,5 litres and 8 krone for 1,5 litres
bottles.»
– Matilde, 9 ½ years old
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5. Cut greenhouse gas emissions now!

5B, Norheim school

Norwegian children demand a huge decrease in
greenhouse gas emissions over the next years both
in Norway and the rest of the world. The children
are aware that increased greenhouse gas emissions
cause a warmer planet. Global warming needs urgent attention, and Norwegian children think adults
are not doing enough to stop this.

«I really want to keep the snow for a long
time. To be able to make snowmen during
the winter.»
– Marie, 12 years old, Stinta school
Norwegian children are very concerned about pollution, especially the issue of transport. Unfortunately,
too many people use cars to get around. This is stupid
because Norwegian children want fresher air. Another
problem is all the cars driving around schools, this creates an unsafe environment for those who walk and cycle
to school. Why can’t adults just leave their cars at home?
To encourage people not to use their cars it should
become easier to use public transport all over the
country. Today it is too expensive and the services are
not good enough. This is particularly important in rural
areas with long distances between places. Norwegian
children encourage people to improve the climate by
choosing to walk, cycle or use public transport. They
think that the politicians should make it easier for people to choose environmentally friendly transport NOW!

2nd grade, Kolset school
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4A, Sjøstrand school

«Drive and fly less and walk and cycle
instead.»

Norwegian children think that reducing greenhouse
gas emissions requires co-operation between all countries. We have to inspire each other to come up with
good solutions that work. Norway should have more
ambitions targets on greenhouse gas reduction, and
be a role model to other countries.

– Herman, 6A, Reier school
To reduce greenhouse gas emissions, it has to become
cheaper to choose environmentally friendly options. New
technologies need to be developed to replace the worst
polluters such as cars, factories, oil platforms etc.

When we divide future quotas for greenhouse gas
emissions, and when we take responsibility for the
damage already caused by climate change, it is important that we form agreements where the countries that
have polluted the most are also the ones that should
take the greatest responsibility. In 2020 the Paris
Agreement will be implemented. Norway as a nation
must be ambitious, and a driving force for agreements
that work well all over the world. In addition, we have to
be bold enough to implement good and tough measures at home to reduce our own emissions.

«Children now receive much more information than adults got when they were
young, and we have a brain that works
hard at developing new plans and contributions to help the crises in the world.»
– Heidi, 12 years old, Ytre Enebakk school

3rd grade, Røsvik school
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Eco-agents is the environmental
organisation for children in norway
Eco-Agents is an environmental organisation that belongs to children. We want a planet where people know what is best for the natural environment and act and live by this
knowledge. It is important that all children believe in the future, and that it is worth
doing something for a healthier environment and a more stable future! All Eco-Agents
can experience the joy of discovering our fantastic natural world, and of working together to encourage others to be better at looking after our planet.
You can read more about the Eco-Agents at www.miljoagentene.no.
Please contact us at post@miljoagentene.no or by telephone 96901820.

Eco-Agents provide activities for children all over
Norway who want to get engaged in environmental
issues.
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