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THE CHILDREN’S PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE
The Children’s Panel on Climate Change is formed
under the wings of the Norwegian Environmental
organisation for Children called Miljøagentene (EcoAgents). The panel participants are chosen for one
year at the time.

The long-term goal is to establish an international climate panel for children, consisting of participants from
every country in the UN. This will contribute to make
children’s voices and opinions concerning environmental issues visible and have a larger political impact.
The adults have to listen to the children; it is them that
are going to inherit the earth and deal with the consequences of the decisions made today.

The panel’s aim is to be a voice for children to communicate their opinions to those in charge, and to give
children the opportunity to determine their own future.
Since its start-up, the Children’s Panel on Climate
Change has met with representatives of the government, ministers and other people of official standing
parliament, in order to inform them of children’s opinions on environmental issues. The Children’s Climate
Panel has also participated on the United Nation’s
Panel on Climate Change Conferences in Paris, Marrakech and Bonn, and in 2018 it will be present at the
Climate Change Conference in Katowice.

The constitution of The Children’s Panel on Climate
Change at Eidsvoll 2015.

The Children’s Panel on Climate Change is elected
democratically at the annual general meeting of The
Eco-Agents. The panel consists of: Penelope (Oslo),
Tina (Spydeberg), Brage (Sør-Varanger), Bjørn
Einar (Trondheim), Rebekka (Sør-Varanger), Selma
2

PHOTO: Edin Kadribegovic

(Asker), Agnes (Nesodden) and Aron (Haugesund).
The members of the Children’s Panel on Climate
Change are between 12 and 15 years old.
PHOTO: Gert Hognert

Maurnes school, 4A

ABSTRACT
The Children’s Panel on Climate Change works to
influence those in charge and individuals to take
responsibility for the environment.
Children from all over Norway have sent their propositions to the Children’s Panel on Climate Change
through a wide range of platforms, and these propositions form the basis of this report.
It is evident from the suggestions we have received
that many children have a lot of knowledge about conservation, climate change, and the consequences of
the pattern of mass consumption in the world today.
Many children are genuinely worried about the future
and that not enough is done to prevent environmental
issues, despite today’s knowledge about the perceived
consequences. At the same time children are curious
and creative when it comes to what can be done to
prevent pollution, littering, and climate change, and so
we have many suggestions to changes that can be
done, both by us individuals and by the politicians and
those in charge.

From the propositions we have received this year,
we see that Norwegian children are particularly worried about plastic waste, the destruction of nature and
animal life, pollution and mass consumption, and global inequalities.Therefore, this year’s report is divided
into these four chapters to reflect this these four chapters to reflect this. Norwegian children demand action
against plastic waste and that single-use plastic is
banned. They also want more nature to be conserved
both in Norway and abroad, that public transport is
improved and made cheaper, and that we in Norway
help children in impoverished countries to handle the
effects of climate change.
Us children have strong opinions too, and we have
the right to be heard and taken seriously. However,
seeing as we are children and not old enough to
make the actual decisions, we need the help of politicians. We are sick of inactive adults, who claims to
admire us for caring and yet continues to do nothing. It is our future too, and we are going to be here
longer than the grown-ups. We want you to listen
to us, but not only think about it for ten minutes before you rush to the next meeting. We want you to
listen to what we have to say, and do something so
that change actually starts to happen. Please. Even
though you have heard it a thousand times before, it
does not make it less important.
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We do not want any more plastic whales!

Slettheia school, 4A

The Children’s Panel on Climate Change has gotten
many propositions from Norwegian children concerning littering, plastic waste in the ocean, and
recycling.
After a Cuvier’s beaked whale was found with 30
plastic bags in its stomach at Sotra outside of Bergen
in January 2017, there has been an increased focus on
plastic waste in the sea and in nature. Children encourage everyone to pick up their litter and recycle it into the
right bin. Children in Norway are engaged in the issue
of littering, both on land and in the water. We are afraid
of what is going to happen to our nature if we continue
as we do now, and we think that it is about time we
make a change.

«Something needs to be done quickly. Forbid plastic bags. Make recycling mandatory. Fine littering. Invent a line of work that
cleans up litter.»

Vevring school, 4th grade
That is why the children think that we need to stop
using plastic packaging, use plastic in a responsible
way, recycle the plastic we already have, and only
use it when it is the best alternative available. Some
children have also suggested to make a new system
where one can expand the bottle return system to
include other products such as plastic packaging
and shampoo bottles. Children also think that we
need to find a better alternative to plastic, that is
both environmentally friendly and easy to use. There
are already many materials available that could replace most of what we use plastic for, so why are
we not using those more?

– Magnus 13 years old

What can be done?
Consumption and waste are tied together, since a large
portion of what we use is later thrown away. Norwegian children therefore think that we need to reduce our
consumption, through buying less new things, repair
what we already have, and recycle what can no longer
be used. Almost all waste that goes into nature end up
in the ocean, it gets carried by the wind, by streams
or by rivers. Therefore, all littering becomes marine litter. We have seen shocking pictures of whales, turtles,
seals and many other animals that have got stuck in the
plastic that us humans have produced. This has made
a deep impression on many children and we demand
action now! Humans harm thousands of animals just
because we are too lazy to go over to the bin!

«Forbid plastic bags. Give more money out
when returning bottles and cans»

– Marie 13 years old
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«I think that the most important thing is
recycling and bottle return. Do not throw
plastic on the ground. Do not throw plastic
on the beach. My best tips to be more environmentally friendly is to throw the trash
where it belongs. If it is a plastic bottle you
can take it to bottle return.»
– Axel 8 years old

Sagstad school, 3C
Microplastics are also one of the big problems
when it comes to litter. Microplastics are plastic pieces smaller than five square millimetres. The largest
sources of microplastics in Norway are rubber from
car wheels, cosmetics, laundry and decomposition of
plastic. When you drive a car, tiny pieces of plastic
are torn off the car wheel. Many people are also not
aware that products like toothpaste often contains microplastics. Plastic is a material that never disappears.
One often hears that it takes a certain amount of time
before a plastic bag is decomposed and many people
misinterpret this. Plastic will never be fully gone. It will
only be decomposed into smaller and smaller pieces
that are almost impossible to clear away.

Steindal school, 4A

«I want stores to stop handing out plastic bags, but rather give out tote bags, and for it to not be
so much plastic wrappings on fruit and vegetables, and that there will be much stricter sanctions
if one litter in nature and the sea!»
– Evelina 10 years old
Several countries have introduced a ban against
plastic bags, like Rwanda, Kenya, New Zealand and
Chile. If these countries have managed it, should it not
be possible for Norway too?

What can the POLITICANS do?
– Stricter laws against single-use plastic! Other
countries have introduced it, why not Norway?
– Increase the pay out one gets from returning bottles! In earlier reports from the Children’s Panel on
Climate Change we have asked that the politicians
increase the pay out from bottle return. That has happened now, which is good, but it can be increased
even more! You that are grown-ups today tell of how
you could buy candy for the money you got from returning your bottles. We want to do that too!
– Increase the support to campaigns for behaviour
change and beach cleans that shed light on and
better the situation in the ocean!
– Fine the people that litter on the street, in nature,
and in the ocean!

These plastic bags, what do we really need them
for? An argument many people voice is that we use
our plastic bags as bin bags as well. However, this
is not necessary. There are other ways to throw away
trash than to use plastic bags, for example biodegradable bags. Let us introduce stricter laws against plastic bags in Norway too!

What can EVERYBODY do?
– Put a note on your front door that reminds
you to bring a tote bag to the store! Then you
remember to bring it and do not have to use
unnecessary plastic bags!
– Stay clear of single-use plastic wrappings!
Bring your own bags for fruit and vegetables
to the store.
– Stay clear of single-use cutlery and cups!
– Arrange a beach clean day or litter picking
day where you live!
– Pick a little litter – every day!
5

Preserve the Earth’s nature and diversity
Norwegian children see how important it is to preserve plant- and animal life, and how this is a part of the
complex interplay that affects climate change.
Many of the propositions the Children’s Panel on Climate Change has gotten points to how important it is
to remember that we are not the only ones inhabiting
our globe. Many Norwegian children are very fond of
animals and nature, and they feel strongly about taking
care of the animals and plants that we share the earth
with, and are dependent on to live.

«It is important that we take care of nature.
Because it is nature that gives us life.»
–Theresa, 9 years old

Sagatun school, 5th grade

Skjønhaug school, 4th grade
Human’s agricultural exploitation are destroying
the diversity of the earth. Enormous forest areas are cut
down to make space for grazing areas for meat production, gigantic palm oil plantations and mining. This destroys the natural habitat of the animals living there. Instead the area gets filled with cows and other domestic
animals that produce large amounts of marsh gas and
CO2. It is no wonder that many Norwegian children fear
that much of animal life on earth could be extinguished.

«I am concerned with the animals and the environment because I want to take care of the earth
we are going to inherit!» – Kamille, 11 years old
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Enormous amounts of animals are slaughtered
and hunted down every year in order to make food
for humans. But do we really need to eat so much
meat? Many of the propositions the Children’s Panel on Climate Change has received question this and
point to how the production of animalistic products
is one of the biggest sources of greenhouse gases.
Meat needs eight times as much water, produce eleven times as much greenhouse gases, and needs 160
times more land than to produce the same amounts of
rice, potatoes and corn.

«Stop eating so much meat, it will help our environment!»
– Idunn, 13 years old

Steindal school, 7A
Every year us Norwegians throw away over 300.000
tons of food that could have been eaten, and according to the organistion ‘Matvett’, one out of five kilos of
food get thrown away before the food have even been
tasted. This is not okay, not now and not ever. Today
we live in such an abundance that it is easy to forget
to think. We presume that the dry loaf of bread lying
in the cupboard has to be thrown away, but this is for
the most part not right. Food production is responsible
for a large amount of our greenhouse gas emissions.
Children think that we need to get better at eating up
our food and that the use-by date should last longer.
Look, smell, and taste the food, do not only check the
use-by date! If us humans get better at eating the food
we buy, large areas of land that are used for grazing
and agriculture will be freed, and the need to cut down
forest in order to get agricultural land will be reduced.

«I think that it is important to take care of nature and the animals. Nature is the home of the
animals. There are becoming less animals»

An issue that engages many children is the rain forest. The rain forest is one of the most important things
we have on this earth. The trees produce Co2 and
make it into the oxygen that we breathe. That is why it
is one of the most important tools in the fight against
global warming. Despite this we cut down the rain
forest at an enormous speed which sends millions of
animals and humans on the run. Deforestation is one
of the largest sources of global warming. Therefore,
if we are going to stop climate change, we need to
start taking care of our nature!

«I would really want for grown-ups to stop polluting and cutting down the rainforest. We are going to inherit the planet; children will fight against
Goliath.»
– Ingrid 6B, Steindal School

– Maiken, 8 years old
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Some of the animals suffering the most are the
ones living under water. Norwegian children have
come up with a lot of propositions concerning how
we need to reduce plastic waste, to avoid animals
either eating or get stuck in plastic waste and dying.
Children are frightened by the thought that by 2050
there could be more plastic than fish in the sea. Approximately 70% of all marine littering is lying on the
bottom of the ocean, where fish and crayfish lives.
Life in the sea is not only threatened by marine littering. Global warming contributes to the disappearance of animals’ natural habitats and is responsible
for the ongoing mass extinction of species.
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5th grade, Mosby school

«I want to say to those in charge of the climate
and the environment that the climate changes are
destroying the North Pole and the animals living
there, the polar bears are starving and soon they
will have no place to live.»
– Malene 13 years old

What can the politicians do?

What can EVERYBODY do?

– Continue to invest in the preservation of the rain
forest! It is very positive that Norway contributes
so much to rain forest preservation. But remember that we need to continue doing this and that
the contributions should increase every year!

– Avoid products containing palm oil. The production of palm oil contributes to deforestation
in many countries where there is rain forest.

– Enforce stricter laws against import of goods
that contribute to deforestation and the reduction
of the natural habitat of animals.

– Eat less bovine meat! Have meat-free days
every week!

– Buy local food and food that is marked as
being environmentally friendly!

– Increase the taxes on food products that contribute to large emissions of greenhouse gases,
and lower the taxes on fruit and vegetables!

– Throw away less food! Do not throw away
edible food just because it is past its use-by
date. Look, smell, and taste the food before
you waste it!

– Work against food waste in grocery stores!

– Do not litter in nature!

Steindal school, 7th grade

Do not throw away
the earth’s resources!
The Children’s Panel on Climate Change has gotten
many propositions that concern mass consumption,
both as a problem tied to production and pollution,
but also a as a general concern that we are exhausting our planet. It is the children’s future that
is being meddled with, and if we continue like we
do today it will be completely different from the
present. Children wish for sustainable solutions for
transport and energy production, and they want to
confront the throw-away society we live in.
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Charlottenlund primary school, 4C
Transport
Transport is one of the largest climate issues in the
world today, and is a subject that the Children’s Panel
on Climate Change received many propositions concerning this year. Diesel and petrol cars use fuel made
of oil. This pollutes a lot and cannot be reused. When
it comes to transport, luckily everyone can contribute
to making a difference! We can choose to walk, bicycle or use public transport on our way to school, job
or the gym.

«We have to drive less cars, we have to bicycle or use public transport»
– Olve 6C, Steindal School
However, there are some issues that are difficult for
normal people to solve. Norwegian children want
those in charge to prioritize environmentally friendly
transport and make it cheaper and easier to choose
the environmentally friendly solutions. Many children
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wish for free public transport and a more extended
public transport service throughout the country.

«Get more city trams (and buses) with more
stops so that it is easy for people to use.»
– Agnes 13 years old
Consumption
The use-and-throw-away mentality in society does not
only contribute to large amounts of waste, but also to
pollution; through production, the extraction of raw
materials and transport. Norwegian children also find
it to be something inherently wrong with our throwaway society. We buy way too much stuff, barely use it,
and then throw it away. Many of the proposals we have
received point to how factories produce gases dangerous for the environment that becomes toxic waste
in the air, the nature, and the ocean.

Energy
Norwegian children are also concerned with our use
of energy. Norway is very involved in the oil buisness,
which is bad for the environment, both when oil is used
and if it leaks out in to the ocean. This can harm nature
for a long time afterwards. That is why Norwegian children demand that Norway change course into using
energy sources that secure us a better future.

«One can use sun, wind, and water energy
instead of fossil fuel.»
– Finn 5A, Vinderen school
Us children cannot do much about what energy sources Norway use. But we do what we can! We use our
right to voice our opinion and we are sick of not being
listened to. The government cannot continue drilling
for oil if we are going to reach the international goal we
have committed to.

«We have to cut down on fossil fuel as quickly
as possible. Get electricity in a sustainable
way, that is either wind or water energy»
– Håkon 8c, Hauger Secondary school

Steindal school, 4B
This is a global issue, as us Norwegians buy increasingly more goods from countries that has not made
their industry environmentally friendly. If the merchandise we buy comes from a country far away, the transport will produce much CO2 and other greenhouse
gases. What materials the goods are made of is also
important. The cutting down of forests, mining, and oil
extraction, contribute to the emission of greenhouse
gases and global warming.
The way we produce goods today is both dangerous
for the environment and those involved in the production. What can we, as consumers, do about that? The
market gives people what they want. That means that if
we decide to change our consumer pattern to be more
environmentally conscious and buy products that are
produced in a sustainable way, we can contribute to
changing the whole market. Children also want it to be
cheaper to choose environmentally friendly products
and that it should be made less profitable to produce
in a way that could harm the environment.

«It is important to throw away less and to reuse things.»

Plassen school, 4th grade

«The most important climate issue is that the
greenhouse effect has no limits, and the earth
is getting warmer. It is destroying the future
of the children. I do not understand why we
cannot just stop the machines that pollute,
and stop cutting down the trees!»
– Pia Johanne 7A, Rud school

– Josefine 7B, Brattholmen
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Solvang school, 7th grade

What can the politicians do?
– Invest in environmentally friendly transport! Public transport, bicycling, jogging and carpooling!
Then we will save the environment for much pollution. Large nature areas will be destroyed every
year due to road expansion projects. If the public
transport is improved, road expansion will not be
as necessary!
– Increase the subsides to environmentally friendly
choices and make it less profitable to produce in a
way that harm the environment.
– Norway has to stop drilling for oil! If we continue
exporting oil abroad, we contribute to the emission
of greenhouse gases in other countries in addition
to our own! We want Norway to take responsibility!
– Wave energy is an energy source we have great
potential to use with our long coast line. Invest in
the export of this instead of fossil energy!
– We also want you to enforce more regulations
that hinder pollution and mass consumption.
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What can EVERYBODY do?
– Stop using your car, start walking instead!
You could walk, bicycle or use public transport
like bus and train to work and the gym instead
of driving your car.
– Try flying less. There are other options, what
about an interrail in Europe, a bicycle camping
trip or maybe a boat trip?
– Instead of buying new things you could make
your own, buy second-hand, use hand-medowns, or repair what you already have. The
three Rs: Reduce, Repair and Recycle, is a useful rule when we use things.
– Use less electricity! Take shorter showers,
turn down the heating in the house and turn off
electrical articles when they are not in use!

Rich countries need to take responsibility to
reach the Sustainable Development Goals!
«I think the most important climate issue is
that many people die of starvation, floods and
hurricanes.»
– Mie 6th grade, Ekne school
Global warming is one of Norwegian children’s main
concerns when it comes to the environment. We see
a connection between our actions and the earth’s increased temperature. If we are being completely honest – it is frightening us.

From when we are little the adults teach us to share,
cooperate, and help each other. We are reminded time
after time, all the way through school and in many other arenas. However, we think that the adults need to
be reminded of this too, and not least of all, actually
follow through with it.
We do not think that it is the people that lack electricity, clean water, and heating, that are the most engaged
in how to obtain environmentally friendly energy, when
the cheapest thing is coal. This we fully understand.

The UN has established 17 sustainable development
goals, 17 goals that we need to reach in order to create a sustainable and fair world. A world with less extreme weather, like draught, floods and hurricanes. 17
goals that are important to create a good home for
both humans and animals on this planet. It is 17 goals
that we can manage to solve, but they are all connected and we cannot solve one goal alone.

So, if everyone is going to help contribute to
reaching the UN’s sustainable development goals
by 2030, we need to help each other. We who have
made good money of the pollution need to contribute
in the countries that have not had the same development. That is the only way Norwegian children think
we could solve this.

«Remember that it is us that are going to inherit the world after the adults are gone, and
nobody wants a grey planet!»

«To achieve and stop climate change I think
it is important that everyone stands together
and that everyone cooperates.»

– Pupil 6c, Hvalstad school

– Donya, 4a, Bygdøy school

Hegra School, 4a
The countries that get the most affected by climate
change are the countries in the world with the least
resources. They are also not the same countries that
have contributed to the largest amount of pollution,
made money of it and gotten the population out of poverty. Is that not unfair?

«We have to help the poor countries prepare
for climate change!»
– Andrea, 5A Hallermoen school

Asdal school, 4A
Many children in Norway think about, and worry over,
us not taking enough responsibility. Do we? And how
could we do even more? How does it feel to be poor
and directly experience the effects of climate change?
We think that it is difficult, hard, and unfair. That is why
the Norwegian children want to help, because we
have enough resources to do so.
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«I think the most important climate issue in the world right now is poverty. There are way too
many children in the world that do not have access to food or school, while other children live
in rich countries and have exactly what they need. Everyone should learn to share, so that the
division of food and money gets fairer.»
Ingeborg 7th grade, Konnerud school

Children in Norway think that part of the solution
to the climate issues we are facing today is to share,
help each other, and stand together. The solution goes
hand in hand with justice and solidarity. That is something we think is important to remember. We have to
remember that we are all people, and that we are all
dependant on the earth. Let us think about the earth
as a home. Let us be open to the sharing of goods
with each other. Because that is what we need to do
to solve this.

«I think that it is nice that the young ones help
the adults, and I hope that more people than
now want to save the children in other countries, and stop climate change.»
– Maria 5b, Hausund school
Tyrifjord primary and secondary school, 4th grade
What is it like to be a child in other parts of the world?
Children in Norway do not want to continue to pollute
as much as we do, when we know that the consequences affect other people rather than ourselves. We
do not want to contribute to the destruction caused by
extreme weather for other people, and then, on top of
this, not to help them and show them compassion. We
want to help. We want to show compassion. We do not
want to cause harm to anybody else. We do not want
to live well at other people’s expenses. We do not want
to live in a way that damages the lives of other people.

«YOU NEED TO WISE UP. I am 12 years
old and terrified that I will not get a future.
It does actually say in the constitution paragraph 110b that one needs to protect the
climate so the next generation get a future.»
– Tale 6b, Hvalstad school

If we do not actively do something to stop climate
change, the temperatures will continue to rise. The
oceans will continue getting sour, and the extreme
weather will continue as well. People are going to lose
their homes, animals and plants will become extinct.
The climate changes are a huge problem! Norwegian
children are aware of this. We are ready to roll up
our sleeves and do what we can. But we cannot do
everything! Therefore, it is so incredibly important that
people take us seriously and support us.

«I also want to say that the grown-ups need
to listen to us children and we need to get
our say, WE NEED TO STOP THE CLIMATE
CHANGES AND THAT QUICKLY, I’m out.»
– Tiril Aune 6B, Steindal school

Our goal is not to tell people off. Our goal is to get
people engaged in saving the future.

«I do not hate, but I am afraid of growing up
in a destroyed world.»
– Eva 7c, Eidsvåg school
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We need to continue getting involved. We need to
continue collaborating, standing together and helping
each other. We need to pay attention and continue to
demand action when we feel that something is wrong.
We also need to continue to praise and applaud good
initiatives. The question is not if and the answer is not
maybe. The question is how and when are we going to
do it, and the answer is of course, at once!

The more we are who engage in the environmental
cause, the more we can achieve!

«I hope the planet gets well again.»
– Deniz 6A, Rosenholm school

What can the politicians do?

What can EVERYBODY do?

– Increase the climate budget! Take responsibility
and show that Norway is a pioneer country with
more ambitious sustainable development goals!

– Get involved in the environmental movement!

– Dare to make unpopular decisions to better the
situation
– Increase the aid to countries that are affected or
will be the most affected by climate change!
– Listen to children’s opinions!

– Speak up! If you see or experience something
that is bad for people or the environment it is
important to say something. You could send
e-mails, messages, articles to the newspaper,
or speak to people.
– Spread the word! The more people we are
getting involved, the more the politicians have
to listen to what we have to say!
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The Eco-Agents is the children’s
environmental organisation
We want to create a lasting and solution-oriented commitment for nature and conservation of the environment among as many children as possible, on their terms. We work to
make children believe in themselves, in the future, and that getting involved really works.
The Eco-Agents is an organisation for children. We neither support nor are supported by a specific political party.
Instead we try to get all the political parties to work together to improve taking care of our planet. We do not favour any philosophy of life or religion but think that everyone should work hard at respecting each other’s beliefs.
The Eco-Agents wants a planet where humans are aware of what nature can and cannot deal with and live accordingly. We work for a cleaner environment and a safer future. We encourage all eco-agents to explore our wonderful
nature and to learn more about the interaction between humans and nature.
Children are the future. We therefore think that it is especially important that the adults listen to them.
All children in Norway can become eco-agents and work together so that we all can be better at taking care of
our planet.
All eco-agents have the right to speak up.
You can read more about Miljøagentene at https://miljoagentene.no/about/
Feel free to contact us on either the Eco-Agents@miljoagentene.no or by phoning +47 96901820

The Eco-Agents offer activities for children who
wants to engage in the environmental cause all over
Norway.
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