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The Children’s Climate Panel is democratically 
elected at the Environment Agency’s national meet-
ing. The panel in 2019 consists of: Penelope (Oslo, 
not pictured), Agnes (Akershus), Brage (Finnmark),  
Samuel (Sogn og Fjordane), Ulrik (Østfold),  

Tora (Oslo), Peter (Akershus) and Una (Trøndelag). 
The members of the Children’s Climate Panel are 
between 11 and 15 years.
PHOTO: Håkon Borg

The Children’s Panel on Climate Change was formed 
in 2015 by the Norwegian environmental organisation 
for children called Miljøagentene (Eco-Agents). The 
panel members are elected for one year at a time.

The panel’s aim is to be a voice for children to com-
municate their opinions to those in charge and to 
give children the opportunity to determine their own 
future. Since its start-up, the Children’s Panel on Cli-
mate Change has received thousands of inputs from 
Norwegian children. They have met with parliamentary 
representatives, ministers and other decision-makers 
to share Norwegian children’s perspectives on envi-
ronmental issues. The Children’s Climate Panel has 
also participated in the United Nation’s Panel on Cli-
mate Change Conferences in Paris, Marrakech, Bonn 
and Katowice.

ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE
In the long term, there is a desire to create an interna-
tional climate panel for children, made up of children 
from all countries that are members of the UN. In this 
way, children’s voices and opinions can be made more 
visible and have greater political significance. The 
adults must listen to the children - it is the children who 
will inherit the Earth and deal with the consequences 
of the decisions that are made today. 

The constitution of The Children’s Panel on Climate 
Change at Eidsvoll 2015.
PHOTO: Edin Kadribegovic
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In the past year, children and young people all over the world have been on strike from school for climate. 
Here in Norway we have had major markings, both in spring and autumn. Tens of thousands of school 
children across the country have joined the climate strikes. Young people’s climate commitment is stronger 
than ever. We demand action and we demand it now!

CHILDREN’S 
CLIMATE REBELLION

«I think it is important that we try to put an end 
to climate change. If we do not try and put an 
end to climate change, it can ruin the future of 
children.»

- Student, Årvoll school, 6A

Klimastreik i Levanger 2019
PHOTO: Siv Hilde Meen

The inputs we have received show that children in 
Norway want Norwegian politicians to take great-
er responsibility regarding climate issues. We have 
what it takes to lead by example. We need to devel-
op sustainable solutions in almost every area, and 
we must dare to let go of our oil income. Norwegian 
children do not accept that it is seen as more impor-
tant to stick to the fossil energy than to secure the 
future of everyone who comes after us, everywhere 
in the world.
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 «I think you should focus more on climate than on toll road costs! It is us children who are taking 
over the earth and you should leave the earth to us as you received it! I think it’s sad that you don’t 
care anymore – it seems that this is not important to you. It is quite unfair that you adults who 
decide, in a way, decide how we receive the Earth. I know that Norway cannot change everything, 
but we can do our part! As a child, I will not give up, and I know there are many other children 
who are with me!”

- Student, Kruseløkka secondary school, 8C

The children think it is important to collaborate, 
and that everyone works together. We must work 
together nationally and internationally. Everyone 
should help in the areas they can. As individuals, it 
is important that we make climate-friendly choices 
in our everyday lives, for example by thinking about 
the food we eat, how we travel, and the way we 
consume. This is a major focus amongst the Eco-
Agents, and many children proudly say that they 
walk to school for a better environment or have in-
troduced a meat free day at home. Small measures 
like this matter, and it is important that we all feel 
that we are helping.

Skolestreik i Bergen 2019
PHOTO: Lill Jørgensen

«Everyone in the world has to be aware of cli-
mate change and do something about it. In or-
der to prevent climate change, we must work 
together, and everyone must take part in mak-
ing a difference. » 

- Student, Holte school, 8th grade
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Still, many feels that it may seem hopeless. We 
children are tired of the empty words of adults. We 
no longer want you to ignore the big elephant in the 
room; the climate crisis. We do not accept being 
bullied. We sometimes find that adults are mainly 
concerned with criticizing individuals, such as Gre-
ta Thunberg, or the way we present our arguments. 
Unfortunately, when we talk about the climate crisis, 
we are often told that «it is good that you are getting 
involved! », but that we should return to the school 
bench. The comments may also be that we are too 
young and do not understand enough. It is no won-
der that children are worried about the future, and 
we want to discuss, but we want to keep the discus-
sion objective.

«We children will take over the Earth after the 
adults, we do not deserve to live in a place that 
is too hot and full of rubbish and polluted air 
and cut down trees everywhere. We kids don’t 
want it that way, but we’re «just kids and our 
opinion doesn’t count» (that was irony)» 

- Student, Jelsnes primary school, 6A

Klimastreik i Trondheim 2019
PHOTO: Jurgen Wegter

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019
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Sometimes we young people may feel that today’s 
adults place a great responsibility on us. We are al-
ways told that if we have a submission at school, we 
should work consistently with it from when we get it 
to the delivery, so that we are not left with everything 
the last evening. Yourself, you do the opposite. We 
have known about climate change for a long time, 
and yet in many places we see little or no action on 
the climate front. Important choices are left to later 
governments and future generations. But we know 
that climate change cannot wait until we, today’s 
children, decide. That’s why we need you adults to 
prepare for a green future, and we will do everything 
we can to help.

«Mother Earth has helped us for so many 
years, now it’s time to help back! Animals die 
while you sit on a chair and watch the world 
die! I want you to invest in renewable ener-
gy. Try to recycle everything! Think of the new 
generation who is striking and learn from it. It’s 
OUR time, not yours!»

- Gabriel, 12 years, Askim

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019
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The climate crisis is huge, bigger than ever. Ma-
jority of the children are scared. Not necessarily 
for what is going to happen, but because the adults 
will not do anything. The adults are not responsible. 
We have been told time and time again that our voice 
counts, and we try to believe that. It is a little difficult 
when we do not see any changes. We see that the Am-
azon is burning, without leading politicians doing any-
thing. We can see Donald Trump doing what he wants 
in the US. We see that Norwegian decision-makers 

having power deny the climate crisis. Is it any wonder 
we get worried?

«We want the politician to engage children and 
young people in the climate crisis. Children 
should be given more power and the opportu-
nity to be heard. »

 - Student, St Franciskus school, 10th grade

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019
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There are many children struggling with so-called 
climate anxiety now, because politicians are not do-
ing enough. But what is called climate anxiety is not 
necessarily the feeling of anxiety, but concern, that 
the adults are so childish that they do not bother to 
take responsibility. Climate change is serious, and 
we must do something about it now, otherwise it will 
harm our future. Many want something to happen 
- that people must act, not just sit and talk about 
doing something.

«You have to do something, not just talk 
about it!»

- Student, Ve school, 7th grade

Of course, when we talk about climate action, oil 
is often mentioned. We know that we cannot con-
tinue with fossil energy, but still new permits are 
issued to look for oil. These new oil fields will be 
operational for decades, when the oil age should 
have been over for the longest time. Norway has to 
emerge as a pioneering country, because we have 
the knowledge, technology, resources and capacity 
to achieve the sustainability goals. We also have a 
great responsibility when it comes to oil. We pro-
duce a lot of oil, and this leads to other countries 
polluting with Norwegian oil.

«Norway may not be the country that emits the 
most toxic gases, but Norway must be a role 
model and try to help find solutions for poorer 
countries.»

-Student, Holte school, 8th grade

Norwegian children believe that politicians and 
adult people who decide should listen to the chil-
dren and not overshadow us. Some adults might 
say “yes, we should get it together, everything will 
be fine, don’t worry,” and then they have forgotten it 
after five minutes.

«I have one demand - that all politicians now 
listen to the children!»

- Viktoria, 10 years, Bergen

Politicians often spend a lot of time bragging 
about some measures, such as electric cars. Elec-
tric cars are good, but sometimes politicians seem 
to use such measures as an excuse not to do more. 
Of course, it is good that something happens, but 
more must be done, and we must get the action re-
quired to achieve the goals we have set.

Klimastreik i Oslo 2019
PHOTO: Sina Øversveen
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«Dear politicians, think about it, what do you 
really do for the environment? Can you do 
more?»

- Ella, 9 years

Sometimes we set goals that we are unable to 
reach. But when it comes to the climate crisis, we 
have no choice! We cannot do anything but reach 
the goals set. That is one of the things that makes 
children scared! Because we do not know for sure 
what will happen to the Earth, and we do not know 
all the consequences. But we should not take any 
chances. The climate crisis needs action, and we 
want to be working with the politicians and the 
adults. We must work together nationally, interna-
tionally and across generations!

«The Earth is only getting more and more de-
stroyed. It means that children in other coun-
tries are not allowed to live as good a life as 
they deserve. If the children live in a place 
that is further affected by climate change, they 
probably do not have such good schools, 
which leads to poor education and poor jobs.»

- Student, Sodin school, 6a

We see that something is happening, but what is 
happening is too little and goes too slowly. This is 
what the children’s and young people’s climate re-
bellions are all about. We demand more political ac-
tion! And we demand it now!

Lande barneskole
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GLOBAL WARMING AND POLLUTION 
We see that many children are concerned about 
global warming and pollution. Failure to act now 
could have disastrous consequences. 

Klasseinnspill, Hammartun skole

«I think the most important environmental is-
sue is global warming and climate, and that 
we children have a good future.»

- Marie, 11 years, Oslo

Children worry about how the future will be affect-
ed by global warming. We know that rising temper-
atures do not mean sun and summer all year round. 
Many children wonder what it will be like to live in 
a world of poorer air quality and extreme weather. 
Drought, floods and heatwaves will drive many away 
from their homes.

« I think the most important climate issues to-
day are all the emissions from factories. The 
factories emit a lot of CO2, which gives more 
and more greenhouse effect, and this will 
lead to more drought and extreme weather»

- Anonymous, 13 years, Kristiansand
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Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019

Children in Norway care very much about animals 
and want them to have do well. Many animals are 
not as adaptable as humans. Therefore, they may 
be more at risk of becoming extinct if the climate 
changes. Land areas disappear as the sea rises, 
and animals in water must move to areas of temper-
atures where they thrive. Norwegian children think it 
is unfair that politicians care most about themselves 
and their time. They can do more to prevent climate 
change and the future of every human and animal 
living on earth.

«What is important about the environment 
for me is that everyone should grow up in 
a country that is not so polluted. Animals in 
the world may not always survive if we con-
tinue to do so. I think everyone should use 
their voice to get rid of those who ruin for us 
and the animals. »

- Mali, 10 years, Stjørdal

For us to stop global warming, we must quit using 
oil very soon. Then it is very stupid that politicians 
have issued new oil exploration licenses in Northern 
Norway this year. Many people say it is the children 
who are taking over the Earth. But we can’t wait 
to act until our generation takes over the Earth, be-
cause then it will be too late. 

«It is we, the children, who are going to take 
over the Earth, which is why I think it is im-
portant that the adults listen to us and what 
we have to say. It is important, because it 
is us, the children, who will experience the 
worst global warming»

- Student, Ellingsøy Primary School, 5B

Without cooperation, we will not be able to 
achieve our goals. This is something that the chil-
dren are very concerned about. If we manage to 
work together to stop global warming and pollution, 
we may also be able to work in other areas and solve 
other problems. 

«You must fight to stop climate change. You 
must cooperate, or the Earth will face the 
consequences. Cooperate with other coun-
tries. Come on before it’s too late, you still 
have time! »

- Student, Sunde school, 7D
 

Our hope is that we can create a sustainable so-
ciety for all the countries of the world. For this to 
happen, all countries must work together to make it 
beneficial to pollute less and prevent global warm-
ing. It must be cheaper to produce and use renew-
able energy and it should be more expensive to use 
energy that produces large greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

«I think it’s important to take care of the 
Earth, because it will last for many millions 
of years, and then we must manage to take 
care of it. Are we in the world to destroy it, 
or? We should be grateful that we live on 
this amazing planet. I wish I could tell the 
politicians that they just have to let the oi 
stay underground. I think it is important that 
the adults take the children seriously!»

- Kine
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«Dear politicians, I don’t think you are doing 
enough for the environment. The rain forest 
in Brazil burns down while we just sit and 
watch. You should encourage people to do 
something now!»

- Anja, 10 years, Lier

NATURE CONSERVATION
Many children are afraid that there will be less forest and rainforest. Right now, the Amazon is burning, and 
Norwegian kids don’t like it. We have learned that the rainforest is the World’s lungs, and without rainforest 
it will be difficult to stop the climate changes.

When we cut down forests, we also destroy the 
homes of indigenous people, plants and animals. 
We must think of everyone who lives on earth and 
take care not to ruin their basis of life. 

Klasseinnspill, Halbrend skule
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«Forests are very important to us, which is 
why deforestation is a big problem. When 
we cut down trees and forests, there will be 
less food, and less space for animals.»

- Gerda, 11 years, Kristiansand

The rainforest is home to thousands of animal and 
plant species, many of which are now threatened 
with extinction. Still, every five seconds, areas of 
rainforest the size of a football field disappears. That 
is not okay!

«Save the rainforests because there are 
many thousands of animal species that may 
be exterminated.»

- Frida Adriana, Anja, Ella, Amanda and Hanna

Children are concerned about what we can do to 
help the Earth. For example, to help the rainforest, 
we can avoid buying food and products containing 
palm oil, eat more vegetarian food, and buy furniture 
from local and sustainable woods that is made to 
last longer.

«We can start by doing small things like, for 
example, tote bags instead of plastic bags. 
Use less plastic and buy things that can be 
used several times, do not buy products 
containing palm oil, take shorter showers.»

- Student, Holte school, 8A

Forests are cut down, food soil is sprayed with 
poison, and nature is degraded. Here, too, nature 
is threatened.  Both the Norwegian primeval forest 
and the cultural landscape are under threat. Many 
species are endangered.

«Take care of the nature! Because I want a 
fresh and clean nature.»

- Lilly, 10 years, Bodø

Nature is lost to development, modern agriculture 
and other weather types than we have been used to 
before. We demand better protection of our nature! 
We want to have the opportunity to play freely, walk 
in woods and fields and along the coast, throughout 
our lives. We want to give our children the same 
freedom and opportunities that the generations be-
fore us have had.

«Nature should not be destroyed. I want 
fresh air and clean water.»

- Kevin, 9 years, Kolbu 

Klasseinnspill, Utleira skole

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019
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PLASTIC AND GARBAGE
Several of the messages the Children’s Panel on Climate Change received in 2019 concerns littering in 
nature. Norwegian children believe that we must become better at recycling our garbage, and that we 
need laws regarding what kind of plastic packaging should be allowed.

Klasseinnspill, Ullevål skole

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019

«Everyone can have one or more plastic-free 
days. There must be more garbage bins in 
towns. The shops have to make food that is 
not wrapped in plastic.»

- Susanne, 9.5 years, Porsgrunn

Children are appalled by the number of seabirds 
and other animals in and by water that die from hu-
man litter. Many have participated in local beach 
clean-up actions and are upset over people who do 
not clean up their garbage.

«Plastic in the sea threatens life in nature. 
Animals think it is food and eat it, or manage 
to get stuck in it, so that it grows into their 
bodies. Plastic never disappears, it only di-
vides into smaller pieces.»

- Viona, 11 years, Halden

When we throw plastic on the ground, it can be 
eaten by animals who think it is food, or it will be 
lying on the ground. There are many children who 
enjoy walking on the beach, but not when there is 
lots of garbage there and in the sea!
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Klasseinnspill, Medkila skole

«Too much of the garbage goes into the sea. 
I love being on the beach, but I hate it when 
seeing lots of plastic on the beach.»

- Zeena, 10 years, Kristiansand

Children also think that we should not use more 
plastic than necessary. This includes waste of plas-
tic through unnecessary packaging. If you go to the 
shop and look at all the goods, there is a lot of un-
necessary plastic being used.

«I think we should have more public trans-
port, not use plastic bags in the stores, and 
not have as much plastic packaging on the 
goods. Don’t throw away food, and don’t 
buy new clothes when you don’t need it.» 

- Liv Angelica, 10 years, Lyngdal

Garbage in the ocean can be very dangerous, 
both for animals and humans. Many people living in 
poor countries lack a proper recycling system. Then 
the garbage ends up in the nature and in the sea. 
Norway, which has a lot of resources and money 
that can help the poorer countries developing better 
recycling systems and clean-up services.

«It is unfair that the rich pollute and the poor 
suffers»

- Student, Bøttum school, 4th grade
 

Garbage picking is becoming more prevalent 
among children and adolescents but also adults. 
Few people want to go to the beach and wade into 
lots of garbage. Also, in the cities it looks bad with 
garbage lying around. Fortunately, many people get 
involved and spend time on this. 

«Boo – boo, boo, time to turn around! Pollu-
tion is bad - give us a cleaner city. I walk every 
day and pick garbage, and there is a lot.»

- Molly Melissa, 10 years, Frekhaug

Nevertheless, we see that collective action is not 
enough, something political must be done. Greater 
resources must be devoted to public cleansing of 
the seas and beaches, and there must be stricter 
laws against waste!

«We want more national clean-up days.»

- Elev, Roligheden skole, 6. trinn
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TRANSPORTATION
We have received many inputs from children regarding transportation. Emissions from the transport 
sector must go down, and it must be easier to travel environmentally friendly. Children want less car 
driving, and that it should be easier and cheaper to travel by public transport. It must also be arranged 
for safer and better walking and cycling routes.

«Hi politicians! You need to stop talking and 
start doing something NOW! Get more elec-
tric cars, buses and trains!»

- Frida, 10 years

Children are open to alternative transport solutions. 
We do not need to be driven around, because we know 
that carpooling and public transport, such as bus, tram 
and train, are more energy efficient. That is why we want 
the public transport service to be better throughout the 
country, not just in the cities. Children in Norway are 
not happy with what we do now. Transport is one of the 
biggest climate problems in the world. 

«More buses, so that we don’t need to use a 
car for school and work.»

- Aurora, 10 years

Many would appreciate a better developed train 
line. Norway is a long country with a dispersed pop-
ulation, but everyone deserves the same oppor-
tunity to choose to travel environmentally friendly. 
More people would choose public transport if it was 
cheaper, so we are positive to cheaper tickets for 
children and young people which is currently tested 
several places in Norway.

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019
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Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019

«I want trains in Northern Norway, and it 
must be more expensive to fly and drive cars. 
I would like more focus on facilitating for cy-
clists and pedestrians. Free bus for children 
and young people.»

- Åsta, 14 years, Alta

Air travel is one of the largest emitters of green-
house gases. It has become a kind of tradition here 
in Norway that we travel abroad when we are having 
holiday. But that’s not the way it should be. It is at 
least as fun to be on holiday in Norway. What we do 
not get, is that it is often cheaper to fly to the South 
of Europe than to travel within our own country. This 
has to change! 

«We have to try to drive a smaller car and 
rather take a bike ride, or we can drive an 
electric car. We can stop aircraft travelling 
and polluting by closing the airports one 
year, and have them open for another year.»

- Student, Solavåg school, 7A

When 40,000 children and young people in Nor-
way strike for the climate, it is not to continue to fly 
and drive a diesel car forever. Children are willing to 
change the way we live and live more sustainably. 
Now we’re just waiting for the adults!

«What I think is most important is that more 
people start cycling or walking to and from 
school, because then we save the Earth.»

- Live, 9 years, Tromsø
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«Don’t produce more than we already have. 
For example, plastic, clothing, etc.»

- Student, Ve school, 7th grade

In the climate debate we have heard a lot about liv-
ing standards. Adults say we risk falling living stand-
ards if we are to mitigate climate change. However, 
we young people would rather think new. We must 
be open to the fact that one may not have the same 
values   in a sustainable society, that it may not mean 
so much to own things. Therefore, many children 
take matters into their own hands.

CONSUMPTION AND REUSE
There are more and more people on our planet, and we are consuming more and more of the Earth’s 
resources. Norwegian children think we use too much, and we need to make a change, both among those 
who consume and those who produce the goods.

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019

«You don’t have to do that much if everyone 
just does a little bit each. You can have one 
or more meat-free days a week or cycle and 
walk more. If you do not have the opportuni-
ty, you can take public transport. You can or-
der less online and buy only what you need. 
Don’t throw away that much food, because 
it’s edible a few days after it’s expired. Do 
not buy bottled water, rather bring tap water 
from home. Remember to turn off the light 
and water when you are not using it.»

- Student, Holte school, 8B
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Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019

Klasseinnspill, Batterijakten 2019

Many children say they are willing to eat less 
meat, buy less new and rather buy used. They want 
more flea markets, where you can sell and buy used 
clothes and goods. Many say it is better to inherit 
than to buy new. It is important to reuse and recycle, 
because then things that no longer have any value 
to us can become something new for others. Then 
you do not have to use more of the Earth’s resourc-
es to create new products.

«Recycle, buy less and throw less, inherit 
clothes from others, take care of the Earth, 
use tote bags, sort and recycle waste.»

- Hedda and Sofie
 

We want manufacturers to be held accountable 
and realize that consumption is a major problem, 
and that they must work more sustainably. It’s not 
good the way some clothes are made. They are often 
made in poor countries, where children have to work 
in factories for a very long time, when they should 
rather go to school and learn important things. Oth-
ers must work in life-threatening mines to extract 
materials that we “need” for luxury goods, such as 
cell phones, computers and cars.
 
«Poor people suffer because of what the rich 
countries do. And it is mostly children who 
do not get a good life.»

- Student, Hemsedal school, 6A
  

We need to learn how to consume less, but higher 
demands should also be placed on manufacturers 
in terms of products. Surely, it must be possible 
to make mobile phones that do not have to be re-
placed after a year or two? Or toys that do not fall 
apart after a few months of use? There is too much 
use-and-discard, and it is not sustainable. We will at 
least do our part to reduce the consumption!

«I think it’s important that we stop being 
spoiled. We just want more and more. In the 
end we end up with lots of plastic and things 
we don’t need.»

- Eleanor, 11 years, Kongsberg
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THE ECO-AGENTS IS THE CHILDREN’S 
ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANISATION
Miljøagentene (the Eco-Agents) is the children’s own environmental organisation.
We want an Earth where people know the nature’s boundaries and live and act based 
on it. Therefore, it is important that all children believe in the future and think that it 
is possible to do something for a cleaner environment and safer future. All Eco-Agents 
can join in exploring our amazing nature and work together so everyone is better at 
taking care of the earth. 
Our website is www.miljoagentene.no and we can be contacted at post@miljoagentene.no.

Miljøagentene have activities for children who care 
about the environment and the climate all around 
Norway.
PHOTO: Rasmus Norsted


