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The Children’s Panel on Climate Change was formed 
in 2015 by the Norwegian environmental organisation 
for children called Miljøagentene (Eco-Agents). The 
panel members are elected for one year at a time.

The panel’s aim is to be a voice for children to com-
municate their opinions to those in charge, and to 
give children the opportunity to determine their own 
future. Since its start-up, the Children’s Panel on Cli-
mate Change has received thousands of inputs from 
Norwegian children. They have met with parliamen-
tary representatives, ministers, and other decision- 
makers to share Norwegian children’s perspectives on 
environmental issues. The Children’s Climate Panel 
has also participated in the United Nation’s Panel on  
Climate Change Conferences in Paris, Marrakech, 
Bonn, and Katowice.

In the long term, there is a desire to create an interna-
tional climate panel for children, made up of children 
from all countries that are members of the UN. In this 

The children’s climate panel is democratically elected by the members of the Eco-Agents. In 2021, the panel 
consists of Ane (Lier), Milla (Florø), Olivia (Tromsø), Ulrik (Fredrikstad), Emanuel (Oslo), Jakob (Gloppen), 
Josefine (Trondheim), and Benjamin (Oslo). The members of the Children’s Climate Panel are between 10 
and 14 years old. 
PHOTO: Wanda N. Nordstrøm

way, children’s voices and opinions can be made more 
visible and have greater political significance. The 
adults must listen to the children - it is the children who 
will inherit the Earth and deal with the consequenc-
es of the decisions that are made today.

The texts in this report are written by the Children’s 
Climate Panel 2021 and based on comments and 
insights we have received from children in every part 
of Norway. The re-port has been edited by the 
Children’s Climate Panel together with Sina 
Øversveen and Bjørn Erik Løken at the Eco-Agents’ 
headquarters. 

ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE

The constitution of The Children’s Panel on 
Climate Change at Eidsvoll 2015. PHOTO: Edin Kadribegvic
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Children are often met with comments that it is good 
that they are committed and impatient about climate 
change, but this is not followed up with action that 
corresponds to the youth’s commitment from those 
who praise them. 

Although adults recognise there is an urgency, too 
little is happening, and making the necessary changes 
to stop climate change, is too slow. Many children 
feel that adults do not take enough responsibility for 
the crisis. Some Eco-Agents have even withdrawn 
from our organisation because they are tired of feel-
ing that the society’s expectations that they should 
take the lead in the environmental struggle, and that 
the adults give responsibility to the children, rather 
than act themselves. 

The feedback we received from children all over the 
country emphasizes that the time has come for action 
- enough talk now! Of course, children are impatient -
it’s about our future! There is a lot we can do to help
our beautiful planet, but we cannot wait until the chil-

Introduction
The climate uprising of recent years has shown a strong commitment to the stop climate change among 
Norwegian children, but also great disappointment among those who had expected a stronger and faster 
reaction from people in power than what we have seen so far. 

dren of today grow up - with each passing day, the 
climate crisis become greater, and the opportunities 
to solve them fewer. 

Many adults say that children are spoiled and that 
we do not understand history or how society and the 
welfare state work. Do we not want a good education 
and a good society? Yes, we want that. Nevertheless, 
we understand that oil does not last forever, and that 
the health of the planet is much more important than 
our oil production! The comments we receive shows 
that being concerned about climate is not a “trend”. 
Many children are deeply worried about their own 
future and existence. The climate strikes are not an 
excuse to skip school - it is a move to make it clear 
that we must do something now! 

According to a survey conducted by Save the 
Children Norway, 7 out of 10 children are willing 
to change their way of life out of consideration for 
the environment. We are ready to sacrifice a little, in  
order not to destroy the Earth! 

Benjamin, Leader of the Children’s Climate Panel 
2021, held a speech at a demonstration in front of 

the Norwegian Parliament in August 2021. 
PHOTO: Sina Øversveen
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In August 2021, the IPCC, United Nations’ Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change presented 
its sixth report on climate change. The report states 
that we must treat climate change as a direct threat 
do the wellbeing of this planet and its inhabitants. 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres says it is 
“code red” for humanity. 

«It is important not to get the climate change 
to more than two degrees more. We must do 
better, and all countries must help clean up 
rubbish and use less CO2.» 

– Lukrecija, 7b, Austarheim School.

7C, Hundvåg school

Most countries in the world are bound by the Paris Agreement, which says that we must do everything we can 
to ensure that the average temperature on Earth does not rise by more than 1.5 degrees, and certainly not 
more than two degrees, by the end of the century. If we do not limit global warming, the sea will rise, animal 
species will become extinct, extreme weather will become more widespread, and so will economic inequality 
and conflicts. The agreement also expects rich countries such as Norway to lead the way.

Chapter 1: Fight Global Warming 

Global warming is something we are going to feel. 
As the ice melts, the sea will rise and become more 
acidic. Land will end up underwater, and fish and 
other life underwater will die from water acidity. We 
live in an unpredictable climate that can destroy mil-
lions of people’s crops and lead to unexpected dry 
summers. If we continue to release toxic and hazard-
ous greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, the big 
problem we already have will only get worse. There-
fore, it is important that we significantly reduce our 
emissions, and inspire and put pressure on other 
countries to follow suit. 
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 «Save the environment before people go crazy.» 
4B, Løken school

Photo: Sina ØversveenMembers of the Eco-Agents making posters.

«The Earth gets too hot so that in some places 
there is flooding and a lot of rain.»

– Selma, 5b, Ekeberg School

During the summer of 2021, we got a taste of what 
has been warned about and what is in store for the 
future; floods, heat waves, hurricanes, and extreme 
weather we have not seen before. When such things 
happen, you may think it’s scary, but then you forget 
about it quickly. You never realize how bad it really 
is, until it happens to you or in your neighbourhood. 
In a not-so-distant future, it may happen to you or 
your children. Maybe only then do you understand 
the seriousness of our situation, but then it is al-
ready too late. If we do not do anything now, the 
next generation must live with more of this. You must 
react as if your house is on fire, as Greta Thunberg 
has said. We must act both as individuals and as a 
society. 

«We must stop emitting gases, as a good  
example, and force other countries to do the 
same.»

– Georg, Drøbak school

The previous Norwegian government has decided 
to cut 50-55 percent of CO2 emissions compared 
to 1990 levels by 2030. If we are to achieve those 

Chapter 1: Fight Global Warming 

goals by 2030, we need a government that prior-
itises the climate first, and comes up with meas-
ures now! For example, we cannot keep looking for 
more oil. Although it seems clear that we need to 
cut off all sources of fossil energy, in Norway more 
and more exploration licenses are being distributed 
for more oil and more extraction of oil is planned 
for. By pumping more oil, we limit our opportuni-
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ties to achieve climate goals. The profitability of 
oil investment will also decrease significantly. The 
world is set to invest in renewable energy sources. 
Investing in more oil exploration will be bad for the  
Norwegian economy in the long run. The wisest thing 
Norway can do is to make a good plan to phase out 
the oil. This is something we should have started a 
long time ago. The goal is to make the world climate  
neutral by 2050.

«Stop extracting oil and think in a new way. 
What’s best for the economy and the climate?» 

– Jacob, 6b

Norway has been pumping out oil for about 50 
years. The years Norway has produced oil have 
been good for the Norwegian society. First and fore-
most, oil has made us a rich country, and we have 
expanded our welfare society. At the same time, 
over the past fifty years, it has become increasingly 
clear what consequences the use of oil as an energy 
source has. We now more than enough to under-
stand that we must act, and we have known this for 
a long time! 

«Don’t produce so much oil. Replace all buses 
with electric buses.» 

– Malin, 5a, Oslo

We must do everything we can to engage other 
people and countries to do things that are better 
for the climate and the environment. Without every-
one cooperating, you cannot save the planet. We 
can no longer ignore the fact that oil extraction, and  
especially the oil consumption, leads to pollution 
and climate change. Even though technically it is 
the country that uses the oil that’s responsible for 
its emissions, we cannot defend that we make a for-
tune on something that destroys our planet. Neither 
emissions nor climate change have state borders! 
Should Norway continue with oil extraction until we 
run out, or should we do the responsible choice, 
phase out, and help save the planet?   

«The ice melts in the north and south, and 
many animals lose their lives or find it very  
difficult to live.» 

– Annika, 7a, Austarheim school

Norway must invest in renewable energy and  
utilise our resources in a sustainable way. The  
politicians play a key role in facilitating the reduction 
of consumption and an investment in new technolo-
gies. We must use the knowledge we have from the  
petroleum industry elsewhere. In the future, renew-
able and sustainable energy will be in demand, as 
countries must stop using oil, coal, and other non- 
renewable energy sources to achieve the goals we 
have set ourselves. Renewable energy can be the 
“new oil” for the creation of both wealth and jobs. 
Therefore, it is important that we invest in wind power, 
hydropower, solar power, and other renewable 
sources. We must stop extracting oil and to think 
new of new solutions to the climate crisis.  

«I am interested in renewable energy, such 
as solar, wind and hydropower, and bio prod-
ucts. I think it is good for the environment and 
climate rather than using oil, which releases  
climate gasses.» 

– Martine 9 years, Nittedal

Switching to renewable energy sources is key to 
a green and environmentally friendly society. We 
often hear politicians and those in power talk about 
the need to work for economic growth. Politicians 
say they are constantly considering whether some-
thing is profitable, and do not open unprofitable 
oil fields. This is great, because, according to the 
International Energy Agency (IEA), exploration of 
new oil fields is unlikely to be profitable from 2022 
and onwards.

6B, Gausel school
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Children and young people care for the rainforest, the ocean, and other parts of the nature. It is important 
for them that animals and plants have a place to live. Many grow up along the coast, near a forest, or other 
places where nature is an important part of their lives. The surrounding areas usually mean a lot to those 
who grow up there, and the children want to avoid its destruction. 

Chapter 2: Preserving Nature

«I think it is important that people stop throwing 
rubbish in our nature, because it’s not good, 
and because it’s disgusting.»

– Linnea 10 years, Østre Gausdal

We receive children’s input on several differ-
ent threats to nature. Some focus on how climate 
change causes animals to lose their habitats, while 
others point to the threat of deforestation and the 
collapse of the ecosystem, if we do not act. A third 

threat that children are concerned about is the 
threat plastic and waste pose to nature, especially 
to life in the ocean.

«Do not throw rubbish! Pick up the rubbish 
you find, because it is good for the environ-
ment, and for animals on both land and in 
the sea.» 

– Ariel, 10 years, Håvik

«Don’t take our forest.» Eco-Agents in Oslo took part in a demonstration to preserve a local forest, Bredtvetskogen.
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Climate change
Climate change does not only affect the future of 
humanity, it also has a significant impact on animals 
and plants on the Earth. There are already too many 
animal species that have become extinct because of 
human activity, and even more will disappear if we 
continue as we are today. No animal should suffer 
because of the way humans treat our planet.

«Everyone can help to stop the climate crisis 
only if you are motivated to do so! For instance, 
we can recycle bottles and batteries. We can 
also use environmentally friendly toothbrushes, 
and reduce the amount of paper we use,  
because trees are cut down, which is stupid 
because they absorb CO2.» 

– Elisa, 5C, Ekeberg

The poles are currently melting, due to global warm-
ing. If this development continues, sea levels will rise 
significantly, and it will be difficult for us to adapt to 
the new reality. However, it will be just as difficult for 
the animals that have lost their habitat to the rising 
ocean. This can lead to extinction of many species 
as the poles icecaps melts. As water becomes more 
acidic, life in the sea becomes difficult, if not impos-
sible, for several species. It is important to have a 
healthy ocean, as it gives us more oxygen that we 
get from the rainforest and elsewhere.

«Climate change is affecting people all over 
the world and it has been created by us  
humans. Everything in nature is connected, 
which means that beings as small as a bumble- 
bee can create a great disaster if they are  
exterminated. At least, we must try to help our 
earth! Everyone must contribute and cooper-
ate, because every single one of the people 
who live on earth lives with others. Therefore, 
everyone must contribute!» 

– Noor, 7a, Oslo

Biodiversity
We must take care of wildlife and not underesti-
mate the problems facing us and the Earth, which 
we are responsible for. The food chain and the eco-
system are fragile, and function as a domino effect 
– if one factor falls, gradually more will fall, and, in
the worst case, all will fall. It affects the animals who
goes extinct, but it also affects us to a great extent.

 «Save the bumblebees.» 3B, Bjørlien school

«Don’t cut down the rainforest.» 5B, Rødsmyra school
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3A and 4A, Midtbygda school

4B, Gausel school

«We need to grow trees and work together to 
prepare for disasters.»
– Nora Margerethe, 7th grade, Otterøya

We also have a long way to go when it comes to 
protecting nature and taking care of biodiversity 
in Norway. Reducing the wolf population, turning 
the Repparfjord into a sea deposit for mine waste, 
or destroying bogs are steps in the wrong direc-
tion. We cannot build down Norway and take out  
nature as we do today. We have a unique diversity of  
animals and nature that we have to take care of. 

«The most important climate issues now are 
plastic in the sea and that they cut down all 
the forests, because then many animals will 
die and maybe some will be extinct as well.»

– Amalie, 6C, Grünerløkka school

Many children are particularly concerned about 
the rainforest. If we cut down the entire rainforest, 
much of the clean air is lost, since trees and plants 
there attract CO2 and convert it to oxygen. We also 
lose a lot of useful nature, where many rare species 
live, which do not live elsewhere. 

«The rainforest is important to me, because if 
the trees are cut down, no one can clean the 
air, and the animals have no place to live.» 

– Iselin, 8 years old, Røros

Plastic
Many children and young people are concerned 
that plastic should not end up in the environment. 
Fish, birds, and other animals get stuck or eat the 
plastic. In the worst case, animals can die from plastic 
and rubbish in the environment, because they think 
it’s food, and therefore eat it. This is a huge problem 
because they then feel full, and, therefore, do not 
eat food. 

«It is most important that everyone is environ-
mentally friendly. Do not litter, and sort rubbish. 
It’s important to take care of the planet – we 
only have one!» 

– Mina, 10 years, Ski

The plastic that ends up in the sea, of course, 
comes from us humans. It’s politicians and people 
in power who are responsible for facilitating the 
prevention of plastic waste. Nevertheless, it’s easy 
for us as private citizens to act as well. Everyone 
must help prevent this. It’s also important that manu- 
facturers reduce unnecessary use of plastic, and  
reduce plastic packaging to a minimum, if not  
remove it entirely.

«I think the most important issue right now is 
plastic waste. Try to think about how much 
plastic there is in the sea! It’s one of the sad-
dest things I can think of. I do not understand 
why people throw plastic and rubbish on the 
ground. It just goes straight into a river or the 
ocean. We have to do something now!» 

– Elisa 5C, Oslo
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Climate change is not something one group, one city or one country can solve by itself. To solve our common 
problem, we must work together across national borders. Climate change should not be turned into a  
political game. Those in a position of power must start collaborating, reach further agreements together, and 
follow through with those agreements.

Chapter 3: Solidarity across 
national borders and across 

Climate change will lead to more humanitarian 
crises in the future, mostly due to unpredictable and 
extreme weather. We need to get used to climate 
refugees in the years to come. People will flee their 
homes due to floods, droughts, famines, littering, ex-
treme pollution, and other forms of extreme weather. 

«The most important climate problem is the 
adults who do not care about all the problems» 

– Georg 7B Drøbak school  

Many claim that Norway cannot save the world 
alone and that other countries in the world must cut 
more. However, we cannot blame everyone else all 
the time. To achieve the goals we have set ourselves, 
we must work harder. Everyone has a responsibility 
to cut emissions, including Norway. If all the inhabit-
ants of the world had same consumption as Norwe-
gians, we would have needed 3.4 globes. We must 
and should set a good example that other countries 
can follow.  

«Children in poor countries are most affected 
by the climate change in the future. It’s unfair 
to both them and the planet. Children today 
actually deserve to take over a healthy Earth, 
just like when the adults took it over from their 
parents. Now, the children must clean it up for 
you when children have not yet taken over this 
world. It is the same as when you help your 
child when he becomes ill - now it is the Earth 
that is sick, so we must help it!» 

– Emilia, 6th grade, Skøyen school
 
Climate change will have the greatest impact 
on low-income countries. This is particularly unfair 
because most of the blame for climate change lies 
with wealthy countries, both today and historically. 
The countries that are hardest affected by climate 
change are the countries with the least blame. Nor-
way, as a rich country, must assist others and help 
those who have needs it the most. 

4B, Ammerud school
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«I want us to eradicate poverty and for all to 
have enough food and drink.» 

– Maline, 8 years old

Also, we must work together across generations. 
Although climate change will hit low-income countries 
the hardest, climate change will affect all people on 
Earth. Especially, the children and future generations. 
It is the children who will live the longest on the Earth, 
and we will not just sit back and watch it being de-
stroyed, like the adults do. The lives of one billion chil-
dren are in danger because of climate change. This 

threatens children’s rights. We need politicians who 
raise their voices even higher and stronger when it 
comes to the global climate crisis. After several years 
of engagement among children, many feel that we 
are still not taken seriously. Children are willing to do 
something, but we cannot do everything alone. We 
need the help of those in a position of power.  

«Adults should listen to us because we say 
a lot of smart stuff! However, the adults think 
they are so much better than us!» 

– Emmy, 6th grade, Skøyen school  

4B, Narvik Montessori school
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4A, Sannidalen school

We failed to reach the climate goals for 2020 
despite a pandemic that kept us at home, and the 
drive of many politicians seems a bit half-hearted. It 
is time that you start taking us children and young 
people seriously, because we have a lot to say. After 
all, it is their mess we are trying to sort out. 

«Those who decide our future must start coop-
erating and do the simple things themselves to 
prevent climate change.» 

– Anna, 5c, Oslo 

Our parents and grandparents should hand over 
the planet in the same, if not better, condition than 
when they received it. Today’s youth and the future 
generations deserve a well-functioning and healthy 
planet, that is not destroyed by climate change. Is it 
fair that we have to clean up the previous genera-
tions mess? Is it not the case that you clean up your 
own mess? 

«Many children, including myself, are probably 
afraid of what will happen in the future – our 
future. It is probably difficult, since if we do not 
do something now, many children cannot live 
a good and long life.»

– Annika 7a Sauda 

In recent years, climate change has become worse 
and worse, as has the climate refugee crisis. Ac-
cording to a report from 2020, if the Earth’s tem-
perature rises by two degrees it could lead to 1.2 
billion climate refugees around the world. It will not 
only affect the poor, but everyone. For the tempera-
ture not to rise by two degrees, politicians must take 
drastic measures. 

«I want no one to flee because of the climate.» 
– Lavrans, 9 years 

We 
have no 

planet B!
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«We cannot sit around on our ass all day.»
– Stella, 6th grade, Hamar  

Children see the big picture, and the need for politicians and those in power to facilitate change is crucial. 
Children also see they can take a role in the green shift themselves. To make it as easy as possible to make 
environmentally friendly choices for all of us, the adults should vote for politicians who promotes environ-
mentally friendly policy in everyday life. Politicians must make this their responsibility. Eco-friendly items 
should be the cheapest option in the store. It should pay off to shop, eat and be environmentally conscious. 

Chapter 4: We can all do a little 
for the environment, even if no 
one can do everything.  

«We can all help! Cycle or walk to school, don’t throw plastic in the ocean.» 4B, Mjølkeråen school

There are many easy things we – you, I, and all the 
other 7.5 billion people in the world can do in everyday 
life, regardless of politics. For example, we can all eat 
more eco-friendly food and eat up all our food. We 
need to think about what and how much we buy, how 
to use less electricity, pick up garbage, walk and cycle 
more, and get involved in climate issues. 
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«We must reduce our use of cars, planes, and 
boats. Instead of driving, you can cycle to help 
the climate.» 

– Soulayman 7b, Oslo 

Children throughout Norway send their comments 
to the Children’s Climate Panel. They are willing to 
change their daily lives, but if we do not get help, will 
be difficult. 

«I think it’s important to take care of the 
planet, because we do not have another 
planet to live on!» 

– William, 10 years old, Trondheim  

«You don’t need to make that big contributions. 
For instance, you can cycle or walk to work 
or school, instead of driving. And when you 
have clothes that don’t fit anymore, or toys you 
do not use, you can give them away, instead 
of throwing them away. Try to buy as little as 
possible.»

– Maya, 7a, Austerheim School

Today’s mindset of use and discard is harmful to 
the environment and our goal to reduce emissions. 
We buy too much, and we throw away too much. We 
simply have more than we need. On average, a Norwe-
gian person throws away 23 kilos of textile products 
a year, that is almost two kilos a month. The only solu-
tion is simply to buy less clothes. Buy clothes that you 
know will be used and that are of good quality, which 
lasts longer. It is not just when it comes to clothes 
Norwegian people buy more than they need. Overall, 
we often get new products that we often do not really 
need or will almost never use. Norway is one of the top 
countries when it comes to shopping. There are better 
lists to top we should reach for. 

«I think flying and driving so much is stupid. 
There is something called a bicycle! Exhaust 
from cars and planes kills both humans and 
animals!» 

– Sophia, 5b, Viken  

Eating less meat is very wise; there are many fami-
lies who make one or more vegetarian dinners a week, 
which is very good for the environment. We should 
make it more expensive to eat meat, and cheaper to 
eat vegetables, and produce foods that are good and 
require little energy to make. We should also not wrap 
so much food in unnecessary plastic packaging.
 

«Produce fewer clothes and make more bam-
boo toothbrushes. We should also eat less 
meat and cycle more.» 

– Torbjørn, 5c, Ekeberg school  

For us to make a difference in the fight against cli-
mate change, we are ultimately dependent on the to-
tality of what we private individuals and various com-
panies do. To promote eco-friendly options, it is critical 
that politicians and people in power facilitate meas-
ures that work and produce results. 

«Adults do not really bother to do anything 
about the climate issue, and then we chil-
dren must say and do something for them to 
hear, so they can help with climate change. 
The planet is dying soon.» 

– Mathilda, 7a, Sørumsand school 

7B, Rønvik school
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«Yes to local food.» 3B, Bjørlien school

We’re in a crucial decade. We kids are ready to do 
what we can, but we don’t have time to wait until 
have we the power to change the world. This is why 

we need you adults. 
Should the climate crisis really be children’s 
responsibility? 
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The Eco-Agents (Miljøagentene) is the children’s own envi-
ronmental organization. We want a world where humans know 
what nature can tolerate, and act and live by it. Therefore, it is 
important that all children believe in the future and think that 
it is useful to do something for a cleaner environment and a 
safer future! All Eco-Agents can take part in discovering our 
amazing nature and work together, so that everyone becomes 
better at taking care of our planet.

The Eco-agents is the 
children’s environmental 
protection organisation

You can read more about the Eco-Agents at 
www.miljoagentene.no 

Feel free to contact us at post@miljoagentene.no


