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The Children’s Panel on Climate Change was formed 
in 2015 by the Norwegian environmental organisation 
for children called Miljøagentene (Eco-Agents). The 
panel members are elected for one year at a time.

The panel’s aim is to be a voice for children to com-
municate their opinions to those in charge, and to 
give children the opportunity to determine their own 
future. Since its start-up, the Children’s Panel on Cli-
mate Change has received thousands of inputs from 
Norwegian children. They have met with parliamentary 
representatives, ministers, and other decision-makers 
to share Norwegian children’s perspectives on envi-
ronmental issues. The Children’s Climate Panel has 
also participated in the United Nation’s Panel on Cli-
mate Change Conferences in Paris, Marrakech, Bonn 
and Katowice.

ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S PANEL 
ON CLIMATE CHANGE

The Children’s Climate Panel is democratically elected at the Environment Agency’s national meeting. The panel 
in 2020 consists of: Bjørn Einar (Trondheim), Isa (Oslo), Brage (Svanvik), Torje (Ås), Milla (Florø), Tora (Oslo), 
Ulrik (Fredrikstad) and Dina (Oslo). The members of the Children’s Climate Panel are between 11 and 15 years.
PHOTO: Håkon Borg

This report is written by Children’s Climate Panel 2019 and Children’s climate Panel 2020. 
Children’s Climate Panel 2019 consisted of: Penelope (Oslo), Agnes (Akershus), Brage (Finnmark), 
Samuel (Sogn og Fjordane), Ulrik (Østfold), Tora (Oslo), Peter (Akershus) and Una (Trøndelag).

In the long term, there is a desire to create an interna-
tional climate panel for children, made up of children 
from all countries that are members of the UN. In this 
way, children’s voices and opinions can be made more 
visible and have greater political significance. The 
adults must listen to the children - it is the children who 
will inherit the Earth and deal with the consequences 
of the decisions that are made today.

The constitution of The Children’s Panel on Cli-
mate Change at Eidsvoll 2015.
PHOTO: Edin Kadribegovic
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This year’s report is conducted on the report from 
2019, «Children’s Climate Uprising». The school strikes 
for climate of recent years have shown that the opin-
ion of children and young people can lead to a change 
in how politicians, leaders in society and other people 
view and relate to climate change. Politicians we meet 
mention that the young people’s involvement has con-
tributed to more action from politicians, even though we 
feel that the process is too slow – taken into account 
the enormous task and the threat we are facing in form 
of climate change. 

The pandemic in 2020 has made it difficult to con-
tinue with physical demonstrations, but we experience 
that we succeed in reaching out through other chan-
nels. Politicians have handled the corona crisis well, 
and the generous crisis packages have helped us to 

INTRODUCTION
The Children’s Climate Panel celebrates its 5th anniversary in 2020 and has since the beginning received more 
than 5,000 opinions from children throughout Norway. These inputs form the basis of our reports.

hopefully return to an ordinary world when the pandem-
ic one day will be over. We believe that this shows that 
decision-makers can also do more to deal with the cli-
mate crisis and want suitable measures that express the 
same willingness to act for the climate.

This year’s report consists in addition of inputs from 
Norwegian children and texts from the Children’s Cli-
mate Panel of selected parts from Save the Children’s 
survey Children and young people - climate, which was 
done in October 2020. This survey, which was con-
ducted in a random sample of 454 children between 
8 and 18, shows great concern among children and 
young people for environmental and climate issues. 
At the same time, it shows a great willingness to make 
changes itself, and it thus well supports the input the 
Children’s Climate Panel receives.
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Beintøft 2020

A new chapter in Norwegian history was written on 12th March 2020. The Norwegian Government decided 
to enforce policies to handle the spread of the Corona virus (COVID19). Politicians acted rapidly and effec-
tively to combat the new challenges regarding the catastrophe, and overall, the Norwegian population were 
cooperating to change routines and habits because of the existing crisis.

Pandemic shows that we can! 
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«Those who decide, should be a bit better and 
afirm.»

Louise, 7th grade, Røsvik school

On a broad level it has been nice to see how Corona 
contributed to a cooperation among people. We have 
shown that we are able to handle massive changes in 
a short amount of time. Hence, it is a thought that for 
the world to react quickly, must there be an underlying 
emergency? Why are we not afraid, or willing to do 
more for the climate crisis? Corona forced everybody 
to change their habits, and we have seen the impor-
tance it has to rely on some of the good habits that 
we adapted during this crisis. We have stood together 
to help each other, instead of ruining for others. This 
sense of community and cooperation must be taken 
further and should also apply to the climate issue! Co-
rona shows that we can! 

«To stop climate change the policital leaders 
must contribute. If individuals make a differ-
ence, it can also help but the politicians can 
make the overall biggest changes.» 

Johan, 9th grade, Frøya junior high school

The climate crisis is substantial and has been hap-
pening for many years. It does not mean that the 
whole planet will be destroyed in a few months, but 
this does not mean that it is not threatening. The cli-
mate crisis will get fatal consequences, if it is not ad-
dressed, and will mean that it can develop in a dan-
gerous way. Although we do not have to take all the 
measures at once, as we have done with the corona, 
it is not an excuse to do almost nothing at all. 

«Do not put money on higher priority than the 
Earth. Do something fast and think sensibly. 
We have only one planet, and we must use it 
wisely.»

Ole, 7th grade, Nærsnes school

Beintøft 2020

It is better if we do more now, than to have to do 
everything when it is urgent. Although most agree 
that the climate crisis is a far greater threat than the 
corona pandemic, politicians and decision-makers 
choose to postpone measures that could contrib-
ute to important changes. If we continue to treat cli-
mate problems as something not urgent, things will 
go wrong. Climate change will continue to increase, 
while we sit and wonder what we should have for 
dinner. There will be more and more extreme weather, 
and millions will lose their lives.

«It is about time we open up our eyes.» 
Philip, 9th grade, Frøya junior high school

One can compare our lack of measures related 
to the climate crisis with how the world was hit by 
the corona in the first months of the pandemic. We 
were not prepared, did not have enough equipment, 
and the infection rates were high. But where the 
corona pandemic could be put down by keeping a 
distance and staying at home, climate change can-
not be solved with such simple measures. Extreme 
weather will not stop if we stop flying and driving 
for a few weeks after it has happened. We must 
make the changes now because it does not help to 
regret later. It is we children who must experience 
the worst consequences of climate change, not you 
adults. The lack of climate action is selfish, and it is 
far from good enough.

«Stop talking and start acting.» 
Jenny, 5th grade, Ullevål school

Pandemic shows that we can! 
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Batterijakten 2019

When the corona crisis hit the world, newspapers, 
television, radio, and other media were in a short time 
filled with news about the corona virus, and the climate 
crisis disappeared a bit. The corona crisis has also 
put important climate measures on hold. In Novem-
ber 2020, the UN climate negotiations in Glasgow, 
COP26, were supposed to be held. This is considered 
one of the most important climate conferences to date, 
and follows the climate negotiations in Madrid in 2019, 
where no agreement was reached on how the world 
should stop climate change. The climate summit has 
been postponed until 2021. Thus, important time is 
lost where it could be agreed on how to stop climate 
change. However, it does not exempt Norway and the 
rest of the world from acting. Although agreements may 
be postponed, we will have to do something, also this 
year. We should rather look at the corona as a picture 
that we can manage this. We must stand together to 
save the Earth.

«I think the most important climate issues now 
are that we must stop droughts and blistering 
heats that leads to extreme weather. It can lead 
to many problems including hunger. Children 
do not get all the rights, and less people get an 
education.» 

Live, 6th grade, Innlandet school

For the climate, the corona crisis has contributed 
to emissions declining slightly, especially emissions 
from industries that have been hit hard by the crisis, 
such as the aviation industry. In major cities such as 
Beijing, New Delhi and Bangkok, cities known to be 
heavily polluted, no less CO2 has been measured 
in decades. Many fewer lives have been lost due to 
fatal pollution. The emission cuts are unfortunately 
still only a fraction of what must be cut to reach the 
1.5-degree goal. 

«The most important climate issues are proba-
bly that we pollute far too much, with rubbish, 
 gases and electricity. And it makes children 
in poorer countries hurt, in relation to us. We 
can do much more than the poor can do, with 
the climate.» 

Student, 7th grade, Myrene school

Beintøft 2019

Survey

The politicians do enough to handle  
environmental and climate changes

I do agree I do agree to 
some extent

I do not agree I do not agree at all I do not know
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Batterijakten 2020

Although the coronavirus influenced greenhouse 
gas emissions in the short term, we have a long way 
to go. During 2020, we have lost a lot of important 
time in stopping climate change. We are in a crucial 
decade to save the climate, and we must come up 
with creative solutions and intervention measures. 
Whether we are during a crisis now, we cannot for-
get the even bigger one behind it.

«The most important climate issue is to stop 
climate change in the world. It does not 
help that only one does something. If it is to 
work, everyone must contribute. We must 
do it together.» 

Student, 7th grade, Reipå school
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Children’s climate uprising

«Listen to what the children have to say! Adults 
believe that children are just fantasizing and 
that they can do nothing about it. But every-
one has the right to be heard! And if everyone 
makes a small effort, it may be enough to save 
the Earth.»

Ane, 6th grade, Sodin school

Many politicians say they support children’s de-
mands in the climate issue, but action does not al-
ways follow words. Some children may find it hope-

In the autumn of 2018, Greta Thunberg began to strike for climate in Stockholm. The movement spread rapidly 
around the world, and in recent years children and young people all over the world have gone on strike for the 
climate. Tens of thousands of schoolchildren all over Norway have been among the climate strikers. For us young 
people, the corona crisis has made it difficult to gather for major school strikes, and much has been moved to digital 
platforms by 2020. Although we still cannot meet many at a time to demonstrate, we will continue to demand action!

less. We are tired of the empty words of adults. We 
do not accept to be harassed. We sometimes find 
that adults are more concerned with criticizing in-
dividuals, such as Greta Thunberg, or the way we 
present our arguments. Unfortunately, when we 
talk about the climate crisis, we often hear that “it 
is good that you are engaged”, but that we should 
return to school. The comments can also be that we 
are too young and do not understand enough. It is 
no wonder that children are worried about the fu-
ture, and we would like to discuss, but we will keep 
the discussion factual.

School strike for climate 
in Trondheim 2019.

PHOTO: Jurgen Wegter
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School strike for climate in Oslo 2019.
PHOTO: Sina Øversveen

«Children must be heard, and in the climate 
issue it seems that children are the smartest. 
It is we children who will take over the earth, it 
is unfair if adults are to decide what to do with 
the climate.»

Silje, 6th grade, Framtun school

Sometimes we young people can feel that today’s 
adults place a very great responsibility on us. We are 
always told that if we have a hand-in at school, we 
should work steadily with it from the time we receive 
it until it is to be delivered, so we are not left with 
everything the last night. You yourself are doing the 
exact opposite. We have known about climate change 
for a long time, and yet in many places we see few or 
no measures on the climate front. Important choices 
are left to later governments and future generations. 
But we know that climate change cannot wait until we 
who are children today decide. That is why we need 
you adults to prepare for a green future, and then we 
will do everything we can to help. 

«I think we should work to get more talk about 
climate in school hours! And adults must
soon understand that it is us it goes beyond 
when they have created problems! Is then fair 
that we must clean up?»  

Hedda, 12 years, Søreidgrend school

Some adults may well say “yes, we should sharpen 
up, everything will be fine, do not worry”, and then 
they have forgotten it after five minutes. Therefore, 
it is no wonder that many children are scared. Not 
necessarily for what is going to happen, but because 
the adults do not want to do anything, that they do 
not care. We have heard time and time again that 
our voice counts, and we try to believe it, but it is a 
little difficult when we do not see any changes. We 

have seen forest fires in different parts of the world 
- even the rainforest in the Amazon is burning, with-
out leading politicians doing anything. We see that 
Donald Trump can do as he pleases in the United 
States. We also see Norwegian politicians denying 
the climate crisis. Is it weird we are worried? 

Batterijakten 2020



10

«Climate change is MUCH worse than what 
adults say. The poor countries are getting the 
 hardest affected, but it is the rich countries 
that create the most emissions.»  

Maria, 6th grade, Norheim school

We know that we cannot continue with fossil energy, 
but new permits are still being issued to search for 
oil. These new oil fields will be in operation for several 
decades, when the oil age should have been over for 
the longest time. Norway must emerge as a pioneer 
country, because we have the knowledge, technology, 
resources and capacity to achieve the sustainability 
goals. In addition, we have a great responsibility when 
it comes to oil. We produce a lot of oil, and contribute 
to other countries polluting with Norwegian oil.

«There is a lot that makes the climate worse. 
There is so much we can do, but it must be 
done quickly, before it is too late. You can fly 
less, drive less, use more green energy, such 
as wind, water, and solar power, and DO NOT 
DRILL FOR MORE OIL.»  

Ole, 7th grade, Nærsnes school

Sometimes we set goals that we are unable to 
reach. But when it comes to the climate crisis, we 
have no choice! We cannot fail to achieve the goals 
set. It is something that scares children! Because 
we do not know for sure what will happen to the 
earth and we do not know all the consequences. 
But we should not take any chances. The climate 
crisis needs action, and we want to be on a team 
with politicians and adults. We must work together 
nationally, internationally and across generations!

«It is the poor who end up being most dam-
aged by climate change, while it is not them 
who have created it, and I thought it was terri-
bly unfair!!» 

Julie, 7th grade, Smestad school, Rælingen

Batterijakten 2019
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School strike for climate in Levanger 2019.
PHOTO: Siv Hilde MeenYoung people’s climate commitment is stronger 

than ever. We see that something is happening in 
the world, but it is not happening enough, and it 
is going too slowly. This is what the children’s and 
young people’s climate uprising is about. We de-
mand action, and we demand it now! The input we 
receive from children throughout Norway shows that 
children want Norwegian politicians to take greater 
responsibility in the climate issue. We have what it 
takes to lead by example. We need to develop sus-
tainable solutions in almost all areas, and we must 
dare to let go of oil. Norwegian children do not un-
derstand why it should be more important to keep 
fossil energy than to secure the future for everyone 
who comes after us, everywhere in the world.

«If you continue to do what you do now, the 
earth will not heal, and it will die. If it dies, it 
has gone forever. We children also do not want 
to live on a planet that has been destroyed by 
those before us.» 

Student, 7th grade, Myrene school

Survey

Survey
Have you experienced to be bullied or 
made fun of because you engage in 
climate and environmental questions?

Politicians let children and young 
people influence themselves in climate 
and environmental questions

I do agree I do agree to 
some extent

I do not agree I do not agree at all I do not know

Yes No I do not remember

Girl, 16-18 years old
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«The most important thing is that if the sea 
rises, islands will disappear and many people 
will lose their homes. The earth gets warmer 
and then it becomes difficult for polar bears 
to find food, and they can become extinct. 
There will be fewer bees and we need bees 
to plant and eat food.» 

Student, 5th grade, Skøyen school

Take care of the nature
Some politicians present issues as if one must choose between nature conservation and climate. Norwegian 
children see that we cannot choose one over the other, and that there is a connection between taking care 
of nature and reducing man-made climate change. We are forced to do something about both problems, but 
we must not destroy the nature to save the climate. Nature and the climate are interdependent and must 
go hand in hand. If there is a lot of untouched nature, it is good for the environment and the climate, and 
nature needs clean air and a stable climate. If you destroy one, you will destroy the other.

Beintøft 2020

Children are worried about how the future will 
be affected by global warming. We know that rising 
temperatures do not mean sun and summer all year 
round, and many people wonder what it will be like 
to live in a world with poorer air quality and extreme 
weather. Droughts, floods, and heat waves will drive 
many to flee their homes.
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«We must cut down on CO2 gases and try 
to live more on electricity. We should not 
pump up more greenhouse gases and cut 
down trees, because this destroys the Earth, 
and means that several generations cannot 
live on our Earth in the future.»

Student, 7th grade, Myrene school 

Animals are also affected by rising temperatures. 
As temperatures rise, the animals will begin to move 
to colder regions. The fish are among the animals 
we see, which move the most. The fish living outside 
Spain have gradually begun to move upwards to-
wards France and England. Eventually they will end 
up in Norway, and even further north. When animals 
move from their natural habitats, they will encounter 
animals they should never have met, something that 
leads to an imbalance in ecosystems. Other animals 
cannot move long distances, and if they are unable 
to adapt to climate change, they are in danger of 
becoming extinct if the climate changes. Norwegian 
children think it is unfair that politicians care most 
about themselves and their time, when they could 
have done more to prevent climate change and im-
prove the future of everyone who lives on earth, both 
animals and humans.

«I do not like pollution because it can destroy the 
soil and the animals. I like woods and soil.» 

Ingeborg, 7 years old, Trondheim

Many children are afraid that there will be less for-
est and rainforest. Rainforests are burning, some-
thing that should not be possible because it is so 
humid. We have learned that the rainforest is the 
lungs of the world, and without rainforest it will be 
difficult to stop climate change. Children are preoc-
cupied with what we ourselves can do to help the 

earth. To help the rainforest, for example, we can 
avoid buying food with palm oil, eating more vege-
tarian food, and buying furniture that is made to last, 
in types of wood that are short-lived and durable.

«Listen to us children and stop destroying 
the environment. The rainforest is burning, 
and all animals are losing their homes be-
cause of us humans.» 

Kavishayan, 4b, Linderud School

Beintøft 2019

Beintøft 2019
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«I want to say to those who decide that they 
should reduce the felling of trees and not 
get too much oil and help make the world 
more environmentally friendly.» 

Astrid, 6th grade, Innland school

To protect endangered animals and birds, we must 
take care of nature. Therefore, for example, it is not 
so good to build wind turbines in untouched nature. 
Wind turbines kill many other birds, among others. But 
they also make big wounds in our nature. But since 
they create energy, this is an example that something 
that is good for the climate is bad for nature.

«The large forest fires in the rainforest cause 
animals to die out. Many have to flee due to 
climate disasters.» 

Solveig, 6th grade, Norheim School

As the population increases, more people move 
into the cities, and they must expand. Urban and indus-
trial landscapes, in addition to agricultural landscapes, 
gradually take over the former, untouched nature. This 
has consequences for the animals in these areas be-
cause cultivated land and industrial areas cannot be 
home to animals and plants in the same way as nature.

«I think the most important climate issues 
right now are that there will be a lot of 
drought and more floods and rain for some.»

Sarah, 6th grade, Innland school

Another threat to nature is littering. Many of the 
proposals the Children’s Climate Panel receives are 
about littering in nature. Norwegian children believe 
that we must be good at recycling our rubbish, and 
that we need rules for what should be the law of 
plastic packaging.

Beintøft 2020

Beintøft 2020

«If you throw plastic into the sea, then it is 
not the plastic that is the problem, it is you!»

Aurora

Children are terrified of many seabirds and other 
animals in and near water that die of human litter. Many 
have taken part in local beach clean-up campaigns 
and are upset about people who do not clean up their 
rubbish.

«I think it is important to save the sea  
because the fish need clean water. If the fish 
become polluted, then we humans may also 
be polluted because they eat plastic and we 
 eat fish which contains plastic.» 

Philip, 9th grade, Frøya junior high school

«I think it is most important that we start and 
pick up rubbish around us. There are some 
who do, but it is not enough since people 
litter so much every day. That is not okay.»

Mathilde, 6A, Hellemyr school
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Survey: How worried are you about these problems?

Beintøft 2019
Garbage collection is becoming more and more 
common among children and young people, but 
also adults. Few people want to go to the beach 
and wade in a lot of rubbish. In the city it also looks 
very ugly with rubbish lying around and throwing. 
Fortunately, there are many who get involved and 
spend time on this.

«Do not throw rubbish outside. Be kind to 
the animals. Walk to school. Be kind to the 
Earth.» 

Luna, 7 years old, Bodø

Nevertheless, we see that some good deeds do 
not work - the politicians must also do something! 
They must set aside greater resources for public 
clearing of seas and beaches, and there must be 
stricter laws against littering!

«I think it is important not to throw rubbish in 
nature, because animals and plants get sick 
if they get it in the body.» 

Ella, 10 years old, Stord

Plastic in the oceans

Animals and plants 
going extint

Climate change

Air pollution

Very worried                  Quite worried                  A bit worried             Not worried                Do not know
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Batterijakten 2019

Everyone can contribute!
Everyone should help in the areas they can. As individuals, it is important that we make climate-friendly 
choices in our everyday lives, for example by thinking about the food we eat, how we travel and the way 
we consume. This is a major focus among environmental agents, and many children proudly say that they 
are walking to school for a better environment or that they have introduced a meat-free day at home. 
Small measures like this mean something, and it is important that we all feel that we are helping. At the 
same time, we children depend on adults to do more too!

«Everyone has the right to a good climate. 
We should drive less, throw less, travel less, 
not buy things we do not need. We need to 
pollute less» 

Marie, 5A, Ullevål school

«One must stop buying too much clothing, and 
eat more fish, not just meat. Do not buy 
the latest mobile phone, and do not buy a new 
car until the old one is damaged.»  

Julie, 5A, Nissen School

Batterijakten 2020
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Beintøft 2019
«Those who decide should make meat more 
expensive, and seafood cheaper.» 

Elliot, 5A, Ullevål school

Transport is one of the topics that engages Nor-
wegian children. Emissions from the transport sec-
tor must be reduced, and it must be easier to travel 
in an environmentally friendly way. Children want 
less car driving, and that it should be easier and 
cheaper to travel by public transport. Arrangements 
must also be made for safer and better hiking and 
cycling routes.

«Politicians should think a little about what 
they are really doing with all the money spent 
on new roads, which could be used for some-
thing more environmentally friendly.»  

Kaja, 5th grade, Ullevål school

«Drive less car and take more bus. Flying 
pollutes much more than a train, so it is bet-
ter to take a train than a plane when you are 
travelling.»  

Student, 7th grade, Reipå school

The summer of 2020 showed that many are willing 
to change how they go on holiday when they see it 
is necessary. Although it will of course be nice to be 
able to go to Sweden next year, this year can teach 
us that we do not have to fly to the other side of the 
globe to have a nice holiday. It has also made it clear 
to many that many journeys are made without the 
need for it. To prevent too many people from gather-
ing in the same place, many meetings are now held 
online. We must continue with that after the corona!
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Beintøft 2019

«To prevent climate change, more people must 
go to school, buy less new, take more trains 
and buses, not planes, and recycle more.»  

Live, 6th grade, Innland school

There are more and more people on our planet, and 
we are consuming more and more of the earth’s re-
sources. Norwegian children think we use too much, 
and we must bring about a change, both among those 
who consume and those who produce the goods.

«Do not pick up so much oil for plastic. Use 
cardboard instead of plastic bags! Eat less 
meat, and more vegetables and maybe in-
sects. Do not cut down so many trees, and 
rather recycle. We MUST recirculate our rub-
bish better.»  

Student, 5th grade, Skøyen school

In the climate debate, we have heard a lot about 
living standards. Adults say that we risk falling in liv-
ing standards if we are to limit climate change. But 
we young people would rather think new. We must 

be open to the fact that one may not have the same 
values in a sustainable society, that it may not mean 
much to own things. Therefore, many children take 
matters into their own hands.

«Eat less red meat, fly less, use things multiple 
times, do not throw away as many things that 
can still be used and do not buy anything new 
if you do not need it.» 

Sigrun, 6th grade, Rennebu school 

Beintøft 2019
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Beintøft 2019

Reuse and recycling are important, because then 
things that no longer have any value to us can be-
come something new for others. Then you do not 
have to use more of the earth’s resources to make 
new products. We want producers to be held ac-
countable and understand that consumption is a big 
problem and that they must work more sustainably.

«I think the most important climate issue right 
now is that we must not buy so much more 
clothes, food, drink than we really need.» 

Emilie, 6th grade, Innland school

We must learn to consume less, and everyone can 
contribute. At least we will do our part to reduce 
consumption!

Survey

I agree                               I agree to some extent        I do not agree      I do not agree at all                        I do not know

I am willing to make changes in my life to 
help the environment

I experience that there is a lot I can do
for the environment

It is easy to make climate- and environment-
friendly choices
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ABOUT MILJØAGENTENE
We want an earth where people know the nature’s boundaries and live and act based 
on it. It is therefore important that all children believe in the future and think that it is 
possible to do something for a cleaner environment and safer future. All eco-agents can 
join in exploring our amazing nature and work together, so everyone is better at taking 
care of the earth.

Our website is www.miljoagentene.no 
You can reach us at post@miljoagentene.no, or on telephone: 96901820

Miljøagentene have activities for children who care about 
the environment and the climate all around Norway.
PHOTO: Amanda Orlich


